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March 24,2026

Forestry Recreation Program Manager, Thomas Moloney
Hood River County

918, 18" Street

Hood River County, OR 97031

Dear Legislators and House and Senate Leadership,

SB 1517A as currently written does not provide adequate protections for organizations leading outdoor
recreation and stewardship activities. In fact, it contains exceptions to waivers that may put our organization
and our volunteer base at even greater risk if passed as currently written. We hope the bill will be sent to

House Rules to address the following concerns:

1. Stewardship activities like maintenance and restoration are not covered in the list of recreation
operators' activities for which waivers can be enforced.

2. The long list of exceptions to claims that can be included in activity waivers leaves Oregon’s small
businesses and volunteer organizations holding an untenable level of liability risk. We fully support
the exception for “claims for greater than ordinary negligence, including gross negligence, reckless
conduct, willful misconduct or intentional acts.” We believe some of the other exceptions could put
non-profit organizations working to increase safe access to the outdoors and fostering volunteer
stewardship of our public lands at even greater risk. Non-profits are often operating on public lands
and using public equipment and must not be held liable for environmental hazards.

3. Lastly for any law passed to rebalance Oregon’s recreation liability laws, we would like to see the
inclusion of all waivers signed by legal guardians included, not just those for minors. We put great
value on all Oregonians having access to outdoor recreation and all members of our families

participating together in outdoor recreation and stewardship activities as is safe and appropriate.

We are simultaneously requesting that SB 1593A be scheduled for a hearing and work session in Senate

Rules ASAP so that it has time for consideration on the Senate and House Floors this session. SB 1593A



provides critical and balanced liability risk protections for conservation and recreation organizations
increasing outdoor access and volunteerism for Oregonians while protecting individuals'rights to redress in

cases of gross negligence, criminal negligence, or willful acts that put them at risk.

Please don't leave our organizations, small businesses, and public agencies shouldering such a high level of
liability risk. We work to provide safe and welcoming access to the outdoors for all Oregonians while
leveraging thousands of volunteer hours to care for public lands. Please ensure the protections in SB 1593A

have a path forward to being adopted into law this session

Thank you for your leadership,

Thomas Moloney
Hood River County
Forestry Dept.



