
Written Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 5701 

Submitted by: Robert Cowie, City Councilor, City of Chiloquin 
Testimony in Support of: Senate Bill 5701 
Submitted to: Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Capital Construction 

Testimony 

February 12, 2026 

Dear Co-Chairs Girod and Nosse, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Robert Cowie, and I serve as a City Councilor and Mayor Pro Tem for the City of Chiloquin. I 
respectfully submit this testimony in strong support of SB 5701 to help close the remaining funding gap 
for Chiloquin’s wastewater treatment plant replacement project. 

This is not an expansion project or an enhancement project. It is a compliance and public health 
necessity. 

The City of Chiloquin has been operating under a DEQ Mutual Agreement and Order for many years. Our 
existing wastewater treatment plant is beyond its useful life and cannot meet current discharge 
standards. The facility has experienced repeated emergency failures, including critical blower failures 
earlier this year, which have placed our small community at significant operational risk. 

More than 53% of Chiloquin’s residents are Native American, most of whom are members of The Klamath 
Tribes. The existing treatment plant discharges directly into the Williamson River. The replacement 
project will eliminate direct river discharge by utilizing a lagoon system with land application through 
irrigation. This is an important step forward for water quality, cultural stewardship, and long-term 
environmental protection. 

The total project cost is approximately $8.1 million. The City has secured $3.8 million through the Indian 
Health Service and Business Oregon. We are grateful for that partnership. However, a remaining gap of 
approximately $4.2 million stands between us and construction, and without this funding, the city stands 
the chance of losing the funds already secured. 

Our residents currently pay $51.28 per month for sewer service. Based on a median household income of 
$36,659, the affordability index for our community is $36.10 per month. Our current rate is already 42% 
higher than the affordability threshold. Simply put, our residents cannot take on additional debt to fund 
this project. 

Despite significant setbacks, including three rounds of LUBA appeals that delayed the project several 
years, causing the cost of the project to rise significantly, the City has persevered. Final land-use 
approval has been secured; DEQ has approved the plans and specifications; the land has been 
purchased; and the project is ready to break ground once funding is secured. 



Chiloquin is a small, rural, majority-Tribal community addressing a critical infrastructure challenge as we 
plan to celebrate our centennial next month and prepare for the next 100 years. We have secured half the 
funding. We have completed the planning. We are ready to build. 

We respectfully request your partnership to close the remaining funding gap so we can complete this 
project and ensure safe, compliant wastewater treatment for our community. 

Thank you for your consideration and your support of rural Oregon communities. 

 

Respectfully, 

Robert Cowie 
City Councilor 
City of Chiloquin 






