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Dear Chair  Meek,  Vice-Chair  Drazan,  and Members of  the Committee:

My name is  Shannon Rose and on behalf  of  the Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task
Force (Oregon SATF) ,  I  submit  this  letter  in opposit ion to SB 1514 and i ts
amendments ,  al l  of  which would rol l  back the current state law requir ing
that local  ordinances regulat ing camping must be reasonable.
E x p e r i e n c i n g  s e x u a l  o r  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  i s  a  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f
h o m e l e s s n e s s  a m o n g  w o m e n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h o u s e l e s s n e s s  p l a c e s  p e o p l e
a t  i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  f o r  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e .  R o l l i n g  b a c k  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  l a w s  w i l l
o n l y  e x a c e r b a t e  t h i s  r i s k  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  h a r m .  

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon Attorney
General ’s  Sexual  Assault  Task Force (or  Oregon SATF) is  a statewide,
nongovernmental  nonprof i t  with a mission to faci l i tate and support  a
col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of  and
response to sexual  v iolence.  Oregon SATF’s  programs take a
mult idiscipl inary approach to both prevention and response and our 100+
advisory committee members comprise a diverse network of  survivors ,
community members ,  and professionals dedicated to this  mission.  

Across our membership and programs,  we have come to develop a deep
understanding of  the interconnectedness between safety ,  sexual  v iolence,
and the lack of  safe ,  affordable housing.  Vict ims and survivors f requently
leave or  are forced out of  their  homes because of  a s ingle or  repeated
experience of  v iolence and abuse,  leading to houselessness and housing
instabi l i ty .  W h e n  v i c t i m s  a n d  s u r v i v o r s  a r e  c a m p i n g  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e
s a f e s t  a v a i l a b l e  o p t i o n  f o r  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  d o  n o t  d e s e r v e  t o  b e
c r i m i n a l i z e d  f o r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
 
F ines and jai l  t ime do not work ,  and only reinforce bel iefs  and
circumstances that meaningful  support  f rom systems are not avai lable .  
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Enforcement-f i rst  approaches do not reduce homelessness - they make i t
worse,  as sweeps and punit ive ordinances disrupt connections to
advocates,  outreach workers ,  healthcare,  employment ,  and other cr i t ical
support  services.  Evidence from cit ies nat ionwide shows that aggressive
enforcement tact ics push people from place to place,  increasing trauma
and r isk for  addit ional  exper iences of  v iolence and abuse,  without
reducing unsheltered homelessness

A n y  c h a n g e  t o  O R S  1 9 5 . 5 3 0  w o u l d  s e n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  b a c k  t o  t h e
d r a w i n g  b o a r d  o n  t h e i r  t i m e / p l a c e / m a n n e r  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  e x p o s e
l o c a l i t i e s  t o  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g a l  b a t t l e s .  I t  w o u l d  a l s o  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e  t o
v i c t i m s  a n d  s u r v i v o r s  o f  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  t r u l y  i s  n o  s a f e  p l a c e  -
d r i v i n g  t h e m  b a c k  t o  a b u s i v e  p a r t n e r s  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  

Legis lators should oppose any bi l ls  that would rol lback or  repeal  the state
law on camping.  As i t  stands,  the law permits ci t ies to develop reasonable
regulat ions around publ ic space,  whi le pr ior i t iz ing humane,  proven
solut ions to homelessness that address root causes.  

Thank you for  the opportunity to submit  this  test imony in opposit ion to
SB 1514 .

S incerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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