From: Junction City Grange, #744
1420 Kalmia St
Junction City, OR 97448

To: Members of the House Committee on Agriculture, Land Use, Natural Resources and Water
Re: Opposition to HB 4153-2
Co-Chairs Helm and Owens, Vice Chair Finger McDonald, and members of the committee:

The members of the Junction City Grange are submitting testimony in opposition to HB 4153
with the -2 amendment. We agree with and would like to reiterate the statement made by the
State Grange of Oregon:

“[We are] writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 4153, known as the Farm Store
Bill. This legislation raises significant concerns regarding its implications for farm operations and
local communities. First and foremost, HB 4153 limits who is allowed to operate a farm store,
creating unnecessary barriers for small and beginning farmers. By basing opportunities solely
on farm size rather than the sales of farm products, this bill disregards the economic realities
many small farms face. This approach could severely restrict access to market opportunities for
a variety of producers, ultimately harming our local food systems. Furthermore, the bill fails to
provide specific protections for the simplest form of farm stands currently in operation. Instead of
safeguarding these important community assets, it seeks to replace them with more rigid farm
store requirements. This shift changes the fundamental purpose and function of farm stands,
which have traditionally served as vital points of direct connection between farmers and
consumers. The consequences of this bill could be detrimental to small farms, local economies,
and consumer access to fresh, locally sourced products. We must advocate for solutions that
support and uplift all producers, rather than creating inequities based on farm size. | urge the
committee to reconsider this legislation and to protect the rights and opportunities of small
farmers and the communities they serve. Thank you for your time and consideration.”

Junction City is a community in the Willamette Valley that was founded on farming. We still have
a lot of working farms surrounding our town today, some big, some small, and some with farm
stands under the current law. Restricting small farm opportunities in favor of giving large farms
unlimited event revenue is not good for our community and is not a fair trade off for Oregon.
Please oppose HB 4153 with the -2 amendment.

Sincerely,

The members of the Junction City Grange, #744



