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Dear Co-Chairs Helm and Owens, and Members of the Committee,

| oppose House Bill 4105 and its amendments. This bill would prioritize clearcutting
Oregon forests over other critical values such as clean drinking water, clean air,
wildlife habitat and outdoor recreation. Our state forests provide greater benefits
when left untouched; timber harvesting should not take precedence over their other
values.

Our state forests provide areas for the citizens of Oregon to recreate, camp, fish and
relax to get away from the constant barrage of our busy lives.

This bill would result in more lawsuits and could cost the state millions of dollars.

This bill would also result in more clearcuts and less habitat for vulnerable fish and
wildlife. It would lead to less mature and old-growth forests, and less carbon storage
on the landscape at a time when climate change is becoming more severe as
demonstrated by stronger storms, accelerating ocean acidification, raising
temperatures, and reducing oxygen levels, with negative impacts already affecting
marine life and coastal communities. This bill does not represent the public lands
vision | want my elected leaders to support.

| urge you to oppose this bill. Instead, | encourage this committee to focus on
measures that would protect Oregon legacy forests, safeguard fish and wildlife, and
protect communities drinking water for our children and future generations.

Please oppose this bill and ensure it does not pass out of committee.

Sincerely,
Jill Marks



