
Please check out this new study just released.   
Respectfully,  
Judy Tannehill 
Salem, OR 
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Key Points 

Question  Did states enacting permissive firearm laws after 2010—when McDonald v Chicago was 
decided by the US Supreme Court—subsequently experience higher rates of pediatric firearm mortality? 

Findings  Excess mortality analysis found that a group of states with the most permissive firearm laws 
after 2010 experienced more than 6029 firearm deaths in children and adolescents aged 0 to 17 years 
between 2011 and 2023 and 1424 excess firearm deaths in a group of states with permissive laws. In the 
most permissive states, the largest increase occurred in the non-Hispanic Black pediatric population; 
among all states, 4 states had statistical decreases in pediatric firearm mortality during the study period, 
all of which were in states with strict firearm policies. 

Meaning  These results demonstrate that permissive firearm laws contributed to thousands of excess 
firearm deaths among children living in states with permissive policies; future work should focus on 
determining which types of laws conferred the most harm and which offered the most protection. 
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Washington DC - States that loosened their gun laws following a landmark court ruling saw thousands 
more childhood firearm deaths than they otherwise would have – the vast majority homicides and 
suicides – according to a study published Monday. 

Jeremy Faust, an emergency physician at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston and lead author of 
the paper in JAMA Pediatrics, told AFP he was drawn to the topic as a father wondering whether today's 
world is safer for children than when he was growing up. 

"Mortality from car accidents has fallen dramatically, but at the same time, firearm mortality rose and 
replaced car accidents as the leading cause of death in children over the age of one," he said – a trend 
unique among peer nations. 

To probe this shift, Faust and his colleagues analyzed state-level data before and after McDonald v. 
Chicago, the 2010 Supreme Court decision that extended the Second Amendment to state and local 
governments. 

The ruling sparked a wave of legislation, some tightening gun laws, but much of it loosening them. 

The team grouped states into three categories – most permissive, permissive, and strict – and used 
Centers for Disease Control data on firearm deaths among children aged 0–17. 

They ran an "excess mortality analysis," comparing actual deaths from 2011 to 2023 against projections 
based on prior trends from 1999 to 2010 and population growth. 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2834530
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/deadly-consequences-of-looser-gun-laws-revealed-in-alarming-pediatric-study/ar-AA1GoGHL?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.tag24.com/justice


The results were stark: more than 7,400 excess pediatric firearm deaths in states that loosened gun 
laws – including over 6,000 in the most permissive group of states. 

By contrast, the eight strictest states overall saw no excess deaths. The model predicted 4,267 fatalities, 
while 4,212 were recorded – a near-match that bolstered confidence in the analysis. 

"The biggest thing people always want to know is, what's the intent behind these?" said Faust. 

"And I think what surprises most people is that accidents are a very small number of these deaths – it's 
mostly homicide and suicide." 

While the study showed strong associations, it cannot prove causation – a key limitation. 

But in a test of whether broader increases in violence might explain the trend, rather than changes to 
the law, the team analyzed non-firearm homicides and suicides and found no similar rise, a result that 
makes the findings "pretty compelling," said Faust. 

Black children saw the steepest increases. While the reasons are unclear, the authors speculated that 
disparities in safe firearm storage could play a role. 

There were some exceptions. Deaths rose in Illinois and Connecticut despite tighter laws – though in the 
latter case, the spike was entirely attributable to the 2012 Sandy Hook mass shooting at an elementary 
school. 
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Real-time U.S. gun violence statistics for 2025, as of June 9th: 

•6,299 gun deaths 

•11,144 gun injuries 

•142 mass shootings  

•5 mass murders 

•306 children (0-11) shot  

•1,603 teenagers (12-17) shot  

•498 defensive use incidents  

•587 unintentional shootings  

•260 murder-suicides 
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