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The Judiciary Act of 1789 established the federal court system separate from 

individual state courts. It was one of the first acts of the First Congress. President 

George Washington signed it into law on September 24, 1789. 

 

 

Bill of Rights 

On June 8, 1789, Representative James Madison introduced a series of proposed 

amendments to the newly ratified U.S. Constitution. That summer the House of 

Representatives debated Madison’s proposal, and on August 24 the House passed 

17 amendments to be added to the Constitution. Those 17 amendments were then 

sent to the Senate. 

 

On September 2, the Senate began considering amendments to the Constitution as 

proposed and passed in the House. They altered and consolidated the House 

amendments into 12 articles on September 9, 1789 to make up the document below. 

 

10 days passed as law permits currently under YOUR laws. 

 

Period. 

 

 

May this land be your freedom, not your prison. 


