




















Betsy Johnson

July 23, 2024 : Post Office Box R + Scappoose, Oregon 97056
(503) 543-4200 « FAX (503)543-5296
Email: betsy@betsyjohnson.com

Sue Hildick

Cultural Advocacy Coalition of Oregon
P.O. Box 9160

Portland, Oregon 97207

Dear Ms. Hildick:

For 21years, | represented Clatsop County inthe Oregon Legislature. From 2000 to 2021 | had a "front row seat" to
the dynamic renaissance of downtown Astoria. The recovery and restoration of the Liberty Theatre was the first
step. As the theatre was "dressed up", people felt good about coming back downtown. Specialty stores, first-class
boutique hotels, and high-end restaurants followed. People invested in their place and cheered for it to blossom.
Success gave way to more success. Word spread throughout Oregon that Astoria was "cool" and had lots of
amenities to share.

Notable among those venues and organizations that "rolled out the red carper" for visitors - not just Oregonians
but global guests-was the Columbia River Maritime Museum. They remain the #1 tourist attraction in Astoria,
surpassing even the Goonies House and the fabled Astoria Column.

The Maritime Museum has been at the center of "cultural gravitational pull"inthe region. The newly opened
display "Cedar and Sea Gallery" will compliment the late fall opening of another Native American exhibit focused
on the foundational role that indigenous people played in our region. Memorialized in the Lewis and Clark diaries
that were produced during the 1805 Corps of Discovery indigenous contributions to the maritime culture of NW
Oregon are proudly displayed and interpreted - always with participation of the Tribes.

Columbia River Maritime Museum's programming is designed to be experiential and interpretive. Visitors are
immersed in the powerful ocean forces that characterize the Columbia River Bar. Visitors can walk beside the
Coast Guard vessels and helicopters that protect commercial and recreational mariners. Virtually all the exhibits
possess some element of "interactivity" in addition to weaving the tapestry of historic manuscripts, maps and
artifacts into the "visitor experience”. A 3D theatre puts guests in the "middle of the action" across an ever
changing tableau of offerings.

The new Mariners Hall project was recommended by the Cultural Resource Economic Fund (CREF) Review Panel
to move into "Phase II" review. Part of their process includes the solicitation of letters supporting Mariners Hallfor
funding.

As a long-time board member, personal contributor and legislative advocate for the "economic drivers" of Clatsop

County, | was delighted to be asked. Please consider this correspondence as my unqualified support for the
Columbia River Maritime Museum project.

A few quick "factoids" may aid in your deliberations.

- The museum has no debt and robust reserves







