Gov. Ferguson Expected to Sign Rent Control Bill that Caps Increases At 7%
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People gather on the steps of the Washington State Capitol Building during a rally

advocating for lawmakers to change and pass House Bill 1217, a rent-control bill, Friday,
April 18, 2025, in Olympia, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)

OLYMPIA, Wash. — On Wednesday, Gov. Bob Ferguson is expected to sign a bill that would
set limits on rentincreases.

If signed into law, the rent stabilization bill, HB 1217, would be among the first in the nation.
It caps rentincreases at 7% plus inflation or 10% — whichever is lower.

If signed into law, the rent stabilization bill would be among the first in the nation, adding
Washington to states like Oregon and California that have sought new ways to curb
homelessness.

Washington's rent-control bill made it through both houses, but two unexpected
amendments added on the Senate floor sent House Bill 1217 into a conference committee.


https://komonews.com/news/local/washington-lawmakers-pass-rent-control-bill-limits-on-rent-increases-to-7-percent-ways-to-reduce-homelessness-stabilize-prices
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1217.PL.pdf?q=20250507053305

Those amendments increased the cap from 7% to 10% plus inflation and exempted single-
family homes.

Opponents of the bill warned that developers would leave the state if it became law and
argued that similar policies in Oregon and California only added to those states' financial
burdens instead of slowing the homeless crisis.

The Washington legislature's conference committee also restored protections for the 38%
of renters who live in single-family homes. The rent-increase cap for manufactured homes
remains at 5%.

Michele Thomas, director of policy for Low Income Housing Alliance, said the policy was
hard-fought and she was happy the state made a step toward better protections for
tenants.

"Excessive rent increases threaten nearly 1 million renter households in our state with
displacement and homelessness, as rents continue to rise,"” she said. "This bill will help
keep people in their homes as we continue to fight for stronger protections and for more
affordable housing for our communities."



