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April 18,2025

Senator Fred Girod, Co-Chair
Representative Rob Nosse, Co-Chair
Joint Committee on Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Capital Construction
Oregon State Legislature

900 Court St. NE, Salem, OR 97301

RE: Salem Chamber Written Testimony in Support of SB 5505

Dear Co-Chair Girod, Co-Chair Nosse, and Members of the Joint Committee on
Ways and Means Subcommittee on Capital Construction,

Our organization represents over one thousand (1,000+) local businesses and forty-
five thousand (45,000) employees in the Salem area. The breadth and diversity of
industries represented by our membership demonstrate an intersection of the
small businesses that collectively create our state economy. The Salem Chamber
supports a healthy business climate, and affordable housing creates healthy
communities.

Salem renters are experiencing severe cost burdens with over 50% paying over 30%
of their income for rent, and 25% of renters are paying over 50% of their income
towards their rent. The demand for available units is staggering. The Salem
Housing Authority reported that 29,804 applicants are on their waiting list and that
98.89% of those applicants have children. The average time on the waiting list is
almost five (5) years.

Funding the development of new affordable housing through programs like the
Local Innovation Fast Track (“LIFT") Housing Program will positively impact Salem
residents and our local economy. Additional affordable housing supply contributes
to the stability of workforce development needed for businesses to locate, remain,
and expand their businesses in the Salem area. The construction of new affordable
housing and multifamily rental units creates family wage job opportunities for our
local construction companies, trades, and ancillary businesses supporting
economic growth and development. With Salem’s Median Household Income
(“MHI") 5% lower than the statewide MHI, the development of affordable housing
and multifamily rental units will build homes, jobs, and prosperity in our community.
Please support SB 5505.

Respectfully,

—————
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Tom Hoffert, CEO Salem Area Chamber of Commerce

1110 Commercial St. NE Salem, OR 97301 | 503-581-1466 | salemchamber.org

Salem Area Chamber
of Commerce

President

Mike Herron + President
VIP’s Industries Inc.

Executive Committee
Brandon Blair + Secretary

Summit Wealth Management

Ryan Dempster « Treasurer
Willamette Valley Bank

Rich Duncan * VP of Advocacy

Rich Duncan Construction

Ted Ferry - President-Elect

State Farm Insurance

Katya Mendez - VP of Events & Programming
Northwestern Mutual

Alan Rasmussen * Past President
LHE Investments

Angela Williams + VP of Membership
Huggins Insurance Services Inc

Board of Directors
Jonathan Castro Monroy
Castro Monroy Group
Tammy Dennee

Oregon Cattlemen'’s Association
Jeff Dunn

Lineage Logistics

Lucy Escobar

Lucy Escobar Coaching & Consuiting
Juli Foscoli

South Town Glass

Roger Hoy

Geppetto's Italian Restaurant
Jennifer Martin

First Commercial Real Estate
Dan McDowell

Pioneer Trust Bank

Diane McLaran

McLaran Enterprises Inc
Tyson Pruett

Anthem Strategists

Bill Riecke

Bark Boys Inc.

Quandray Robertson

Q’s Corner Barber Shop
Randy Sutton

Saalfeld Griggs PC

Eric Templeton

AmeriTitle

JimVu

Core Solutions Consulting
Christy Witzke

SAIF

Chief Executive Officer

Tom Hoffert
Salem Area Chamber of Commerce



