
Talking points for testimony 

Good morning Co-Chair Girod, Co-Chair Nosse and members of the 
committee, for the record my name is Allison Williams and I am the Hood 
River County Administrator.  
 
I am here to testify in support of including Hood River County’s $85 million 
bond request to fund the Courthouse Replacement Project in SB 5505. Hood 
River County requires state funding to address its failing courthouse which 
was ranked as one of the highest need facilities in the 2009 Oregon 
Courthouse Facilities Assessment.   
 
As one of the smallest counties in the state with one of the state's lowest 
overall permanent property tax rates at $1.42/$1,000 in taxable assessed 
value, combined with an overall debt limit below what would be required from 
current cost estimates for a new facility, self-funding of this project is 
infeasible.  
 
Hood River County has a population of 24,406 and 46% of households have 
household incomes below $75,000 per year, and bonds would place an 
overwhelming burden on taxpayers. These constraints highlight the need for 
collaboration and support from the State of Oregon.  
 
We recognize that aging, unsafe infrastructure is not a unique problem to 
Hood River County, and we are aware of the growing list of important needs 
across the state, however the state laid out a plan in 2009 to provide a 
framework for working with counties on courthouse rehabilitation and 
replacement.   
 
Hood River County strongly encourages your bi-partisan support of the capital 
funding request for Hood River County to build a new courthouse.  
 











A Small County with a big mission:  Providing Quality of Life for all. 

    
 
 
 
 
April 8, 2025 
 
1207 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Maxine Dexter  
 
Hood River County’s Commissioners have long prioritized the need to update inadequate facilities that support County 
operations and services. Built in 1954 in downtown Hood River, the Hood River County Courthouse provides the location 
for statutorily required services for Hood River County, including the Circuit Court, District Attorney, Victim’s Assistance, 
Sheriff, Parole & Probation, Emergency Management, and Veteran’s Services. These services are essential for the day-to-
day safety of the region and especially critical during a disaster or emergency. The 2009 Oregon Courthouse Facilities 
Assessment placed the facility as one of the lowest ranked/highest need courthouses statewide. The facility was 
characterized as "expecting to suffer severe structural and non-structural damage in the design earthquake.” During an 
emergency when the community relies on these services the most, it is imperative that our residents, visitors, and 
businesses know that these critical services and facilities are functioning.   
 
In 2024, DLR Group initiated a space feasibility analysis and projected cost estimate for the project, estimating 
$85,826,843 to meet the needs of the County and State court functions. Initial planning costs will total $325,000, and 
the Oregon Judicial Department has provided $42,549 in ARPA funding to the County to support the project. Hood River 
County has requested Oregon’s Senators and Representatives support for the remaining planning costs to advance 
project readiness, $8.5 million to fund site acquisition and development design and construction documents, and 
Oregon HB 5012 and SB 5055, which include the County’s $85 million bond request to fund the Courthouse Replacement 
Project. Funding from the USDA Community Facilities Grant Program through the Community Funded Project program 
would provide the necessary support to fund the next phase of this project.   
 
Hood River County is one of the smallest counties in Oregon and has one of the state's lowest overall permanent 
property tax rates at $1.42/$1,000 in taxable assessed value. These factors combined with an overall debt limit below 
what would be required from current cost estimates for a new facility makes self-funding this project infeasible. Given 
that the population of 24,406 and that 46% of households have an income below $75,000 per year, bonds would place 
an overwhelming burden on taxpayers. These constraints highlight the need for collaboration and support from our 
state and federal partners.  
 
More than 19,000 people used the Courthouse in 2024. This project will achieve the County’s objective to provide a 
modern, safe facility and make the County and its critical services more resilient to natural disasters. Improved, energy-
efficient infrastructure will also meet the goals of the community-led 2018 Hood River County Energy Council Master 
Plan.  
 
Hood River County strongly encourages your support of the Community Funded Project Request to build a new 
courthouse. Enhancing safety and ensuring that this critical facility for the region can provide services without 
interruption is a project that cannot be delayed.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
  
Jennifer Euwer  
Hood River County Board of Commissioners Chair  
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