
Dear  Co-Chairs ,  V ice-Chairs ,  and Members  of  the Committee ,

My name is  Shannon Rose and I  am submitt ing th is  test imony on behal f  of  the
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force ’s  Campus Program and the VOCA funded
Campus Project  to  urge support  for  cont inued funding for  Col lege and Univers i ty
Based Campus Sexual ,  Domest ic ,  and Dat ing Violence Advocacy Programs
included in  HB 3196.

The Campus Advocacy Cohort  inc ludes  a  d iverse group of  campus-based advocacy
programs provid ing spec ia l ized support  to  Oregon’s  students  of  h igher  educat ion
and campus communit ies  to  improve safety  and responses  to  v io lence and
harassment .  Research demonstrates  that  co l lege students  exper ience h igh rates  of
domest ic  and sexual  v io lence.  One in  f ive  women and one in  16 men are  sexual ly
assaulted whi le  in  col lege and near ly  two-thirds  of  col lege students  exper ience
sexual  harassment .  Students  exper iencing v io lence and harassment  have poorer
academic  and health  outcomes than students  who do not .  For  these reasons ,
support ing and expanding -  not  reducing -  campus based advocacy programs are
cruc ia l .  

S ince the Campus Advocacy Cohort  was in i t ia l ly  formed a  decade ago,  campus
based programs have supported indiv idual  s tudents ,  as  wel l  as  co l lege and
univers i ty  staff  and administrat ion in  understanding how to improve safety  on
their  campuses  and better  respond to  v io lence and harassment  when i t  happens .

One cohort  member  shared the fo l lowing ,  “ [Students]  s tated that  with  the
emergency funding we've provided,  they 've been able  to  stay  housed and cont inue
attending school .  They 've fe l t  safer ,  because they don' t  have to  worry  about  
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whether  they can afford to  move to  a  safer  home or  not ,  s ince we can ass ist  with
moving costs .  They've to ld  us  that  i f  our  advocates  d idn 't  support  them through
the report ing  process  or  help  communicate  with  professors ,  they weren't  sure  i f
they would  st i l l  be  enrol led at  the univers i ty .”

Another  cohort  member  reports ,  “VOCA funds supported not  only  the creat ion of
our  campus 's  conf ident ia l  advocacy program but  the capac i ty  to  grow and serve
more students  .  .  .  [we]  have served over  100 undupl icated students  per
quarter . ”

Campus Advocacy Programs not  only  make students ,  s taff ,  and administrat ion
safer ,  but  they improve academic  outcomes,  ensur ing that  more students  can
successfu l ly  complete  thei r  educat ions  and move through a  t ime in  the i r  l ives
when they often f ind themselves  most  vu lnerable  to  sexual  v io lence.  Without  the
funding provided in  HB 3196 to  br idge the gap in  VOCA funding ,  there  is  l i t t le
doubt  that  these programs wi l l  not  surv ive .  I  urge you,  on behal f  of  the Campus
Advocate Cohort  and col lege and univers i ty  students  across  Oregon to  pass  HB
3196 and ensure the VOCA br idge funding is  inc luded in  the Oregon Department
of  Just ice  budget  for  the 2025-2027 b iennium.  

Respectfully, 

SHANNON ROSE
Executive Director
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https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2016-06/publications_nsvrc_tip-sheet_going-to-college-what-families-need-know-sexual-
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