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Dear Co-Chairs ,  Vice-Chairs ,  and Members of  the Committee,

My name is  Shannon Rose and I  am submitt ing this  test imony on behalf  of
the Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force t o  u r g e  s u p p o r t  o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  H B
3 0 7 0 :  F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S A N E  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n
( S C C ) .

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon Attorney
General ’s  Sexual  Assault  Task Force (or  Oregon SATF) is  a statewide,
nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and support  a
col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of  and
response to sexual  v iolence.  We are designated in state statute to
coordinate the statewide SANE Cert i f icat ion Commission.  

S A N E s ,  o r  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  N u r s e  E x a m i n e r s ,  p r o v i d e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t
s e n s i t i v e  a n d  s p e c i a l i z e d  e m e r g e n c y  h e a l t h c a r e  s e r v i c e s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  The
experience of  a sexual  assault  has both acute and long-term impacts on
physical  and mental  health for  v ict ims.  SANEs are a crucial  resource in
faci l i tat ing heal ing from these impacts and serve an important and unique
bridging role to advocates,  law enforcement ,  and others who may be
involved in working with a survivor  after  exper iencing an assault .  In
addit ion to undergoing special ized education in trauma-informed post
assault  care,  SANEs are also trained to col lect  forensic evidence which can
be later  used in sexual  assault  invest igat ions and prosecutions.  M u l t i p l e
s t u d i e s  s h o w  c l e a r l y  t h a t  s u r v i v o r s  t h a t  w o r k  w i t h  a  C e r t i f i e d  S A N E  p o s t
a s s a u l t  h a v e  b e t t e r  o u t c o m e s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e i r  h e a l t h  a n d  h e a l i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s
i n  c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  c a s e s ,  w h e r e  S A N E s  a r e  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  e x p e r t
w i t n e s s e s .   



The services that the SCC,  and Oregon SATF as the coordinat ing agency,
provide are of  cr i t ical  benef i t  to everyone impacted by and working on
sexual  assault  response across Oregon,  including law enforcement ,
prosecutors ,  healthcare professionals and vict im advocates.  H B  3 0 7 0
p r o v i d e s  $ 4 0 0 k  a s  a  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d
o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  S A N E  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  ( S C C ) .  The pr imary
purpose of  the SCC is  to ensure that registered nurses,  advanced pract ice
nurses,  physicians,  and physician assistants providing sexual  assault
medical  forensic examinations in Oregon possess the necessary training
and qual i f icat ions to del iver  the best  standards of  medical  forensic care
to v ict ims of  sexual  assault .  As establ ished in Oregon Administrat ive Rule
(OAR) 137-084-0500,  the SCC is  coordinated by the Oregon Attorney
General ’s  Sexual  Assault  Task Force and appoints a mult idiscipl inary team
of professionals to carry out this  important work .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  c e r t i f i e d  S A N E s / S A E s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  l o w ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  often result ing in v ict ims of  sexual  assault
dr iv ing hundreds of  mi les to reach qual i f ied care or  foregoing care due to
lack of  access.  I  bel ieve we can al l  agree that this  is  unacceptable.  A l l
s u r v i v o r s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o
t r a u m a - i n f o r m e d ,  s k i l l e d  p o s t  a s s a u l t  c a r e .  S o l v i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e  g a p
t a k e s  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  d o l l a r s ,  e n e r g y ,  a n d  e x p e r t i s e .  S ince receiving a
one-t ime investment last  biennium, Oregon SATF and the SCC have
already been able to expand outreach and individual  peer support  for
those interested in becoming SANEs,  and expanded training opportunit ies
to meet cert i f icat ion.  We need to cont inue to expand these efforts  to
create a robust ,  supported SANE healthcare workforce that is  ready to
meet the needs of  al l  sexual  assault  survivors .  I  u r g e  t o  y o u  p a s s  a n d  f u l l y
f u n d  H B  3 0 7 0  f o r  t h i s  b i e n n i u m  a n d  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  a  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s
f u n d i n g  b e c o m e  c u r r e n t  s e r v i c e  l e v e l  i n  f u t u r e  b u d g e t s  i n  o r d e r  t o
m a i n t a i n  s u p p o r t  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  

Thank you for  the opportunity to submit  test imony and for  your service to
Oregon Communit ies .  

S incerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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