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Dear Co-Chairs ,  Vice-Chairs ,  and Members of  the Committee,

My name is  Shannon Rose and I  am submitt ing this  test imony on behalf  of
the Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force to urge support  of  funding for  the
special ized programs that support  survivors of  domestic and sexual
violence and their  chi ldren in the Department of  Just ice Budget ’s  POP 327
and in HB 3196.

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon Attorney
General ’s  Sexual  Assault  Task Force (or  Oregon SATF) is  a statewide,
nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and support  a
col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of  and
response to sexual  v iolence.  

I n  o u r  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  s t a t e w i d e  p r o g r a m  w o r k i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  w i t h
s u r v i v o r  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  a l l  3 6  c o u n t i e s ,  w e  h a v e  a  m a c r o - l e v e l
v i e w  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  c a n  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  s t a t e  t h a t
i f  t h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  c u t ,  s u r v i v o r s  o f  s e x u a l  a n d  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  w i l l  p a y
a  h i g h  p r i c e .  The programs funded in POP 327 and in HB 3196 provide some
of the most needed and cr i t ical  resources for  indiv iduals ,  famil ies ,  and
chi ldren in cr is is ,  including safe and conf ident ial  shelter ,  access to sk i l led
advocates to support  with safety planning,  unbiased and support ive
connections to other resources,  including restraining orders ,
t ransportat ion,  physical  and mental  health care.  Through our role as a
training,  technical  assistance,  and systems advocacy provider ,  we see
when these programs save l ives ,  and we also see the devastat ion of  what
can happen when resources are insuff ic ient  to meet our community ’s
needs.  Funding these services are cr i t ical  to prevent the latter .  



Th e  t w o  p a c k a g e s  o u t l i n e d  b e l o w  a r e  o f  c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  l i v e s
o f  s u r v i v o r s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n :

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  B u d g e t  P O P  3 2 7 :  O N G O I N G  F U N D I N G  T O  S T A B I L I Z E
C R I T I C A L  S U R V I V O R  S E R V I C E S  P R O G R A M S  ( $ 2 2 M )

Please ensure the inclusion of  $22 mi l l ion in grant funding in the Cr ime
Vict im and Survivor  Services Div is ion (CVSSD) of  the Department of  Just ice
for  Tr ibal ,  cultural ly  specif ic ,  and community-based programs to cont inue
providing conf ident ial  services to v ict ims of  domestic and sexual  v iolence,
stalk ing,  and human traff icking across the state.  Without this  investment
into ongoing funding,  programs wi l l  be forced to lay off  staff  and wi l l  have
reduced capacity to provide cr i t ical  l i fe-saving safety and advocacy
services for  survivors and their  chi ldren.

$ 1 0  M i l l i o n  f o r  O D S V S :  These funds provide support  for  the network of
conf ident ial ,  t rauma-informed,  community-based and cultural ly-
specif ic  programs providing shelter ,  safety planning,  hot l ine,  and
advocacy services for  survivors of  domestic and sexual  v iolence (DSV)
and their  chi ldren across the state.  

$ 6  M i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  S u r v i v o r  H o u s i n g  F u n d :  Survivor  Housing Funds al low
DVSA service providers to empower survivors in the next  step of
accessing safety f rom violence.  These funds increase the chances at
long-term stabi l i ty  and safety for  survivors and their  chi ldren.  As
Oregon’s housing affordabi l i ty  cr is is  cont inues to reach new peaks,  the
Survivor  Housing Funds are necessary to make i t  possible for  v ict ims to
escape the cycle of  abuse,  and to establ ish stabi l i ty  for  themselves and
their  chi ldren.

$ 6  M i l l i o n  f o r  C h i l d r e n ’ s  A d v o c a c y  C e n t e r s :  CACs are the state’s
mandated and unique resource for  the assessment ,  t reatment ,  and
prevention of  chi ld abuse and neglect  and the associated trauma, in
order to promote health and hope in chi ldren,  youth,  famil ies ,  and
communit ies .

These investments are necessary to cont inue current levels  of  survivor
services that were f inal ly  brought up to basel ine minimal access levels  in
2019 thru one-t ime investments .  In  2024,  the Legis lature recognized the
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importance of  this  increased capacity and unanimously passed HB 4140,
which stated that these funds are to be considered current service level
moving forward.  I f  these investments are not cont inued,  survivor  services
in communit ies across the state wi l l  suffer  s ignif icant cuts .  POP #327
cements the cont inuation of  these funds.

H B  3 1 9 6 :  O n e - T i m e  F u n d i n g  t o  P r e v e n t  C u t s  t o  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  V i c t i m
S e r v i c e s  P r o g r a m s  ( $ 1 8 . 5  M i l l i o n )

The Federal  Vict ims of  Cr ime Act (VOCA) is  the pr imary source of  federal
grants for  v ict im services,  including services for  survivors of  domestic
violence,  chi ld abuse,  sexual  assault ,  stalk ing,  t raff ick ing,  attempted
homicide,  and other cr imes.  Oregon was not i f ied of  the 42% in federal
funding cuts fol lowing the close of  the 2024 short  Session.  We need a one-
t ime investment to cont inue important partnerships between service
providers ,  prosecutors ,  law enforcement ,  and others serving vict ims of
cr ime in every county in the state.

At  Oregon SATF,  we know the importance of  l ink ing effect ive response
services to effect ive prevention services.  Both are cr i t ical ly  important to
improving safety and reducing violence.  F u l l y  f u n d i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l
s e r v i c e s  f o r  r e s p o n s e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  b u d g e t  w i l l  s u p p o r t
c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  s u r v i v o r s  w i l l  h a v e  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d  a n d  w e  c a n
c o n t i n u e  t o  m o v e  t o w a r d s  u p s t r e a m  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e s e
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  W h e n  s u r v i v o r s  a r e  h e a r d ,  s u p p o r t e d ,  a n d
r e s o u r c e d ,  w e  a r e  a l l  i n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  e n a c t  p r e v e n t a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s
f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  

Thank you for  the opportunity to submit  test imony and for  your service to
Oregon Communit ies .  

S incerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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