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Dear Chair  Jama,  Vice-Chair  Bonham, and Members of  the Senate
Committee on Rules ,

Thank you for  consider ing this  test imony.  O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O r e g o n  S e x u a l
A s s a u l t  T a s k  F o r c e  ( O r e g o n  S A T F ) ,  I  s u b m i t  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S B
6 0 2 ,  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  T a s k  F o r c e  o n
m o d e r n i z i n g  g r a n t  f u n d i n g  a n d  c o n t r a c t i n g .  The recommendations are
designed to improve the process and outcomes of  government grants and
contracts by empowering nonprof i ts  to del iver  cr i t ical  services eff ic ient ly
and cost  effect ively to Oregonians.  

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon
Attorney General ’s  Sexual Assault  Task Force (or Oregon SATF) is  a
statewide,  nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and
support a col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of
and response to sexual v iolence.  We accomplish our mission by advancing
primary prevention and providing mult i-discipl inary training and technical
assistance to responders in Oregon and national ly .

Our organizat ion has experienced a var iety of  chal lenges with our
government grants and contracts over the years ,  including:

late payments and reimbursements which impedes cr i t ical  cash f low to
keep payments for  services and staff  salar ies going out the door;
lack of  Cost  of  L iv ing Al lowance increases (COLA),  which inhibits
workforce growth and sustainabi l i ty ;  and,  
overburdensome report ing requirements which require disproport ionate
amounts of  t ime to complete and often require dupl icat ive information.  

I  want to clear ly  state that I  don’t  bel ieve these to be individual  human 



issues,  but rather systemic ones.  I  have found that many government
grant coordinators and staffers are doing their  best  to create eff ic ient
systems and processes to work with nonprof i t  organizat ions,  but the
structures and systems themselves create impediments to doing so.  

Senate Bi l l  602,  i f  enacted,  improves and streamlines how government
grants and contracts are structured and administered.  By l istening and
responding to nonprof i t  partners across the state,  we have an opportunity
to make s ignif icant changes that wi l l  streamline and improve contract ing.
This ,  in  turn,  wi l l  a l low organizat ions to spend more t ime and energy doing
the person-centered work of  serving their  communit ies .  

The Bi l l  would make important changes such as:

for  the f i rst  t ime,  having ORS and OAR designed expl ic i t ly  for  managing
grants .  T h i s  w i l l  s t r e a m l i n e  O r e g o n ’ s  g r a n t s  m a n a g e m e n t  by
promulgating a uniform set  of  guidel ines for  state agencies  to fol low.  

permitt ing advance payment equal  to one-quarter  of  the  annual
contract value at  the beginning of  each new f iscal  year for  new and
continuing contracts and grants .  T h i s  h e l p s  n o n p r o f i t s  t o  b e g i n  o r
c o n t i n u e  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s .   

To review al l  of  the task force’s  f indings and recommendations,  we
encourage you to read the ful l  report .  

In  partnership with other nonprof i t  organizat ions across Oregon,  I  hope
that we can count on your leadership in guiding the passage of  Senate Bi l l
602.  Together we can have an opportunity to improve systems that
provide cr i t ical ly  important programs and services in al l  corners of
Oregon.  Thank you.  

S incerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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https://www.oregon.gov/das/Procurement/Documents/Modernizing-Grant-Funding-And-Contracting-Full-Report-09132024-Final.pdf

