
Environmental Rights – Hawaii (1978)

Each person has the right to a clean and healthful 
environment, as defined by laws relating to 
environmental quality, including control of pollution 
and conservation, protection and enhancement of 
natural resources. Any person may enforce this 
right against any party, public or private, through 
appropriate legal proceedings, subject to 
reasonable limitations and regulation as provided 
by law. 



Environmental Rights – Hawaii (1978)

Section 8. The State shall have the power to 
promote and maintain a healthful 
environment, including the prevention of any 
excessive demands upon the environment and 
the State’s resources.



Environmental Rights – Illinois (1970)

SECTION 1.  The public policy of the State 
and the duty of each person is to provide and 
maintain a healthful environment for the 
benefit of this and future generations. The 
General Assembly shall provide by law for the 
implementation and enforcement of this 
public policy.



Environmental Rights – Illinois (1970)

SECTION 2.  Each person has the right to a 
healthful environment. Each person may 
enforce this right against any party, 
governmental or private, through appropriate 
legal proceedings subject to reasonable 
limitation and regulation as the General 
Assembly may provide by law. 



Environmental Rights – Mass. (1972)
The people shall have the right to clean air and water, 
freedom from excessive and unnecessary noise, and the 
natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic qualities of their 
environment; and the protection of the people in their 
right to the conservation, development and utilization of 
the agricultural, mineral, forest, water, air and other 
natural resources is hereby declared to be a public 
purpose.
The general court shall have the power to enact 
legislation necessary or expedient to protect such rights.



Environmental Rights – Montana (1972)

All persons are born free and have certain inalienable 
rights. They include the right to a clean and healthful 
environment and the rights of pursuing life's basic 
necessities, enjoying and defending their lives and 
liberties, acquiring, possessing and protecting 
property, and seeking their safety, health and 
happiness in all lawful ways. In enjoying these rights, 
all persons recognize corresponding responsibilities.



Environmental Rights – Montana (1972)
(1) The state and each person shall maintain and 
improve a clean and healthful environment in Montana 
for present and future generations. 

(2) The legislature shall provide for the administration 
and enforcement of this duty. 

(3) The legislature shall provide adequate remedies for 
the protection of the environmental life support system 
from degradation and provide adequate remedies to 
prevent unreasonable depletion and degradation of 
natural resources. 



Environmental Rights – New York (2021)

Each person shall have a right to clean air and 
water, and a healthful environment.



Environmental Rights – Penn. (1971)

The people have a right to clean air, pure water, 
and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, 
historic and esthetic values of the environment. 
Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the 
common property of all the people, including 
generations yet to come. As trustee of these 
resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and 
maintain them for the benefit of all the people.


