
 

 
 
March 19, 2025 
 
To:Senate Committee on Housing and Development 
 
RE: Support SB 54 
 
Dear Chair Pham, Vice-Chair Anderson and members of the committee,  
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations representing environmental justice, climate, 
business, labor, faith, people of color, low-income, rural, and disabled  communities from 
across Oregon, we support the efforts made by SB 54 by requiring landlords provide 
cooling for homes, but would recommend the effective date be as soon as possible. 
 
SB 54 requires landlords of 10 or more dwelling units to provide cooling if the outside 
temperatures reach over 80F. This temperature threshold is consistent with other heat 
protections within the state of Oregon, such as the OSHA heat and smoke rules.1 SB 54 is 
flexible because it does not require retrofits, or specific cooling mechanisms, and allows 
landlords to bring in portable cooling units. 
 
Such policies to protect renters are needed in the face of increasing warming. It is 
estimated that the number of hot days above 86°F will double in some areas of the state.2 
And during the infamous  2021 heat dome, 102 people died. Those who died were older, 
lived alone and had no working air conditioning, and more than half of the people who died 
were living in apartments or multifamily units. Additionally, almost half of Oregon homes 
and apartments were built before 1980, and this housing stock is in desperate need of 
retrofits. 
 
Oregon has been a national leader in developing policies to ensure that Oregonians can 
afford to live safely in the homes they live in. For example, the Healthy Homes Grant 
Program that makes essential home repairs accessible to low-income families, including 
electrical upgrades, mold abatement, and air filtration systems. And in 2022, the 
legislature passed SB  1536 and HB 2567 with OJTA’s support, to provide financial 
assistance for the purchase and installation of heat pumps and related energy efficient 
upgrades to mitigate against extreme temperatures and climate change (the Rental Home 

2https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/CLIMATECHANGE/Documents/2020/Clima
te%20and%20Health%20in%20Oregon%202020%20-%20Full%20Report.pdf.  

1 https://osha.oregon.gov/OSHARules/adopted/2022/heat-wildfire-smoke-rule-summary-2022.pdf.  
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Heat Pump Program and Community Heat Pump Deployment Program). These two 
programs ensure that all Oregonians have access to life-changing heat pumps in their 
homes.  
 
Oregon is facing both a housing and climate crisis, and solving it requires more than just 
building new housing or limiting greenhouse gas emissions. It requires the Oregonians 
already facing environmental disparities to have safe and adequate housing that protects 
them from the worst impacts of climate warming. 
 
As such, we urge you to continue adding on to this legacy by passing SB 54.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Greer Klepacki,  
Policy & Advocacy Manager 
Community Energy Project 
 

 
Anahi Segovia Rodriguez,  
Energy Justice Coordinator  
Verde 
 

 
Kim McCarty,  
Executive Director 
Community Alliance of Tenants 
 

 
Metzin Rodriguez,  
Policy Lead Coordinator 
Unite Oregon 

 
 

 
Zöe Serrano,  
Legislative Coordinator  
Rogue Climate  

 
Ana Molina  
Advocacy and Systems Director 
Oregon Just Transition Alliance  
 

 
Eliza Walton,  
Coalition Director  
Oregon League of Conservation Voters  
 

 
Claire Prihoda,  
Buildings Policy Manager 
Climate Solutions 

 



 
 

 

 
Brian Stewart,  
Co-Founder 
Electrify Now 
 

 
Samantha Hernandez,  
Healthy Climate Program Director 
Oregon Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 
 

 
Laurie Dougherty,  
Co-Coordinator 
350 Salem OR 
 

 
Helena Birecki,  
Interim Chair 
Climate Reality Project Portland Chapter 
 

 
Kelly Campbell,  
Policy Director 
Columbia Riverkeeper 
 

 
Jacqui Treiger  
Senior Campaign Manager 
Oregon Environmental Council 
 

 
Emily Bowes,  
Policy Strategist 
Sierra Club Oregon 
 

 
Sarah Wochele,  
Equity Analyst & Advocate 
Oregon Citizens’ Utility Board 
 

Barbara Klein,  
Acting President 
League of Women Voters of Oregon 
 

 
Dineen O’Rourke Crowe,  
Campaign Manager 
350PDX 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Patricia Hine,  
Co-President 
350 Eugene 
 

 
Mary Peveto 
Co-Director,  
Neighbors for Clean Air 
 
 

 
Cynthia Ramirez 
Policy Associate 
PCUN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brad Reed 
Campaign Director 
Building Resilience 
 

 
SEIU Oregon 

 

 

Sarah Loose, 

Director of Disaster and Climate Resilience 

Oregon Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of America 

 

 

 


