
Submitter: Benjamin Roche 

On Behalf Of:  

Committee: House Committee On Rules 

Measure, Appointment or Topic: HB3166 

Members of the committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against another ranked voting idea, a system 

that was rightfully rejected by Oregon voters in November 2024 through Measure 

117. The defeat of this measure was a victory for democracy and the will of the 

people. 

 

Ranked voting is a complex and confusing system that undermines the fundamental 

principle of "one person, one vote"[9]. It needlessly complicates our electoral 

process, leading to voter confusion, lower turnout, and delayed election results[11]. 

The traditional plurality voting system, which most Americans are accustomed to, is 

simpler and more accessible[9]. 

 

The rejection of Measure 117 by 60% of Oregon voters demonstrates that citizens 

recognize the flaws in ranked voting methods [2]. This system can lead to the 

disenfranchisement of voters, particularly when ballots are discarded if voters don't 

rank every candidate[1]. It also puts candidates in the awkward position of having to 

vote for their opposition or risk not having their vote for themselves counted[1]. 

 

Furthermore, ranked voting can result in candidates with as little as 4% of the vote 

winning elections, diminishing voter confidence[1]. This goes against the core 

principles of democracy, where the will of the majority should prevail. 

 

Oregonians have defended the integrity of our electoral system recently when they 

voted against measure 117 and ensured that every vote truly counts. We must 

continue to protect our democratic processes and resist attempts to implement 

systems that could undermine the clear expression of the people's will. 
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