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Dear Chair  Pham, Vice-Chair  Anderson,  and Members of  the Senate
Committee on Housing and Development:

M y  n a m e  i s  S h a n n o n  R o s e  a n d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O r e g o n  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t
T a s k  F o r c e  ( O r e g o n  S A T F ) ,  I  s u b m i t  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  7 2 2 ,
which wi l l  help prevent displacement and extreme rent spikes by extending
coverage of  our state’s  rent  stabi l izat ion statutes and prohibit ing the use
of pr ice-f ix ing software to inf late rents .  A c c e s s  t o  s t a b l e  a n d  a f f o r d a b l e
h o u s i n g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  v i c t i m s  a n d  s u r v i v o r s  o f
s e x u a l  a n d  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  w h o  a r e  s e e k i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  f l e e i n g  a b u s e .

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon Attorney
General ’s  Sexual  Assault  Task Force (or  Oregon SATF) is  a statewide,
nongovernmental  nonprof i t  with a mission to faci l i tate and support  a
col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of  and
response to sexual  v iolence.  Oregon SATF’s  programs take a
mult idiscipl inary approach to both prevention and response and our 100+
advisory committee members comprise a diverse network of  survivors ,
community members ,  and professionals dedicated to this  mission.  Across
our membership and our programs,  we frequently hear of  the devastat ing
impacts that lack of  access to affordable housing has on survivors of
sexual  v iolence,  including forcing survivors to stay housed in places where
they cont inue to be subjected to v iolence and abuse.  This  is  t rue for
Oregon’s students of  higher education,  as we know through the work in our
Col lege and University  Campus Program, where we see that students may
be forced to leave their  school  and education when affordable housing
options separate from the person harming them are lacking and
unavai lable .  

Preserving housing stabi l i ty  is  essent ial  for  al l  survivors of  sexual  and
domestic v iolence in Oregon.
 



As our state’s  housing cr is is  has escalated,  our network of  domestic and
sexual  v iolence shelters have been part icular ly  impacted.  Survivors f leeing
violence have fewer places they can afford to go and are therefore more
rel iant on the shelter  network .  Survivors in shelter  are forced to stay
longer ,  because i t  is  harder to f ind affordable safe places to move to ,
whether transit ional  or  permanent housing.  This  means shelters have less
space to offer  survivors f leeing,  and more people are forced to choose
between homelessness and staying in an unsafe home.  

For  these reasons,  advocates for  survivors of  sexual  and domestic
violence are seeking more support  for  their  shelter  and emergency
services,  but  are also pr ior i t iz ing advocacy for  long term systemic housing
pol icy changes that better  support  survivors and prevent homelessness.  I t
is  this  perspect ive that br ings us to support  SB 722.  

SB 722 wi l l  provide important improvements to Oregon’s current rent
stabi l izat ion statutes that wi l l  help prevent against  extreme rent spikes
and inf lated rents ,  thereby protect ing housing stabi l i ty  for  survivors .   
Recent studies have highl ighted a s ignif icant correlat ion between housing
cost burdens,  instabi l i ty  or  homelessness and an increased r isk of
experiencing domestic or  sexual  v iolence.  

The lack of  safe ,  stable ,  and affordable housing can trap individuals in
abusive relat ionships ,  as the absence of  alternat ive accommodations
may force them to remain with their  abusers .   
Indiv iduals facing unstable housing s i tuat ions are more vulnerable to
various forms of  abuse,  including physical ,  sexual ,  psychological ,  and
f inancial  abuse.  
Homelessness is  a r isk factor  for  exper iencing rape or  sexual  assault ,
with homeless indiv iduals facing disproport ionately high rates of  sexual
violence.   
A recent study indicated that domestic v iolence was the cause for  49%
of women experiencing homelessness in Oregon and Washington.  

At  Oregon SATF,  we often tr iage cal ls  and emails  f rom survivors of  sexual
assault  who have no where safe to go because shelter  beds are ful l  and
housing is  out  of  their  economic reach.  We do our best  to connect these
community members with programs in their  area that may be able to
provide some f inancial  and/or housing rel ief ,  but  al l  to often they reach
back out saying there are s imply not enough resources - not enough
affordable housing - to meet the current needs,  thus once again putt ing
them at increased r isk of  further v iolence.  
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https://www.news.com.au/afx_prid/2025.3.5.2/auth/ptc/?bsf_q=&afx_auth=+B1bx65Ojyw7E3F5B/D5t64GyG3G2L0Rw1AAwsYXL7r/lpRNPM5lgm5SKR9ZyXoFqpBt3ud90/CLyrz/dAXGtrfg63z+mWeC71p+FhstAXt9AWxp99BMWdIYZAmd5JgX&session=True&cegid_bsf=K0IxYng2NU9qeXc3RTNGNUIvRDV0NjRHeUczRzJMMFJ3MUFBd3NZWEw3ci9scFJOUE01bGdtNVNLUjlaeVhvRnFwQnQzdWQ5MC9DTHlyei9kQVhHdHJmZzYzeittV2VDNzFwK0Zoc3RBWHQ5QVd4cDk5Qk1XZElZWkFtZDVKZ1g=
https://www.news.com.au/afx_prid/2025.3.5.2/auth/ptc/?bsf_q=&afx_auth=+B1bx65Ojyw7E3F5B/D5t64GyG3G2L0Rw1AAwsYXL7r/lpRNPM5lgm5SKR9ZyXoFqpBt3ud90/CLyrz/dAXGtrfg63z+mWeC71p+FhstAXt9AWxp99BMWdIYZAmd5JgX&session=True&cegid_bsf=K0IxYng2NU9qeXc3RTNGNUIvRDV0NjRHeUczRzJMMFJ3MUFBd3NZWEw3ci9scFJOUE01bGdtNVNLUjlaeVhvRnFwQnQzdWQ5MC9DTHlyei9kQVhHdHJmZzYzeittV2VDNzFwK0Zoc3RBWHQ5QVd4cDk5Qk1XZElZWkFtZDVKZ1g=
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/08862605241259006
https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/housing_insecurity_in_relation_to_sexual_violence_final508.pdf
https://democratherald.com/news/state-regional/domestic-violence-homeless-women-oregon-washington/article_23c0eb7c-ba9f-5208-9409-12c7c95eafe8.html


Studies show that just  a $100 increase in median rents in a community is
t ied to a 9% increase in homelessness in that community .  At  a t ime when
Oregon is  exper iencing some of  the highest  rates of  homelessness in the
nation,  we cannot afford to let  rent  spikes go unchecked.

SB 722 is  the only pol icy tool  on the table this  session that would provide
immediate and measurable protect ion for  Oregonians suffer ing due to
rent spikes as a result  of  our state’s  affordable housing cr is is .  These
proposed changes str ike a balance between continuing to encourage new
units  to come into the market and ensur ing that those units  do not
contr ibute to long-term gentr i f icat ion and pr ice inf lat ion.  

For  al l  of  these reasons,  we urge your strong support  of  this  bi l l .  Thank you
for  the opportunity to submit  test imony and for  your service to Oregon
communit ies .  

S incerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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