Years ago, when | landed myself in prison, | had basically accepted that my life was over. | héd avery
lengthy sentence with no future to look forward to. The only skills | had were the skills that got me in
prison to begin with, and that is what | would probably fall back on upon my release. | took a job in the
physical plant as a painter only to get me out of dishing out chow during meals. | had worked as a
painter growing up before turning to a life of crime, so painting was easy for me. | was punctual and
worked hard to keep this job as it was an eséape from doing time. Joedy Marlatt saw my work ethic and
asked me if 'd ever thought about being an electrician. When Mr. Marlatt hired me, my life changed. |
began studying every day after work and sometimes before. The apprenticeship program is very strict
and demanding. It teaches not only trade skills, but life skills. Under direct supervision you are taught
how to do electrical work according to the National Electrical Code. When | passed the electrical exam
after 5 years of being an apprentice, | felt a huge weight lifted off my shoulders. I was now a

Journeyman Electrician.

It has been almost 6 years since my release from prison and I've been working as an electrician the
whole time since. | have also passed another exam to become a supervising electrician and because of
this program | am not only a supervising electrician, but | am also a husband, son, brother, and a
productive tax paying person in society. | will never have to return to the lifestyle | once led that landed
me in prison. | work hard every day using the skills that | learned in the electrical program. Instead of
being a burden on society | now contribute. The program is lifechanging, it is the best program the
Department of Corrections has to offer. More trade programs need to be implemented because the
demand for tradesmen is huge and the need for rehabilitation is even greater. | can’t thank Mr. Marlatt

enough for giving me the opportunity and for believing in me.

Chad Smoke
Manufacturing Plant Supervising Electrician




G

M. Hill

12/12/00

I want to share with you the transformation my life has taken the last 6 years. In
December of 1994, T committed several robberies, which cost me 5% years of my life. I
wound up at EOCI in February 1995, not to leave again ‘til July 1999. My first couple of
years incarcerated were hellish for me. As you can imagine at 19 years of age I still had
some very strong ideas as to what life was “really” about. Boy was I lost! But when I
was needed, you could always find me in Seg! Really it’s not funny. These were quite
painful times for me. I smile now, because I’ve come so far. I couldn’t figure out why I

did the things I did. It’s like I lacked the common sense buffer between my brain and my

mouth. [had no goals or ambition, I just wanted out. I was scared and alone with myself

- for the first time in my life. I could go on and on about the tyranny begot of my hands,

but that’s not what this letters about. I want fo tell you, Thanks!

During spring of 1998 something happened that would forever change my life, and who I
am. Imet] oedy Marlatt.

I remember aski-ng “Boss” (that’s what we all call Joedy) for a job everyday. I wanted

* what he gave his crew. Inoticed the respect Boss received from his crew and everyone

else he encountered. Finally, after a few months, Boss called me for an interview. He
told me he was sick "n tired of me hounding him for a job every time he walked by That
I was to get my hair cut, shave everyday and have my previous nights homework
completed. Iwas thinking, “Wow, I just want a job working for you cause I thought you
were cool.” I didn’t understand what he wanted from me, httle did I know how valuable
Joedy’s direction would be in my life. The high standards Joedy laid before me changed
who I am as a person today, Joedy, all-in-all modeled what it takes to be aman. He
showed me th€ only limitations I truly have are the ones I place on myself. I learned I am
a good student when I apply myself. I got my first ever straight “A” report card in EOCI
from a math class using the study skills taught to me ini the Electnc Shop Iwas lucky to .

receive “C’ ” aH through school.

Upon my release Iwas armed w1th drrve and motivation, unhke I’ve never known. I.
have a skill, due to Joedy, that brmgs $2;400 to my family every month. I'm functioning

'in a world I’ve never been able to do well'in. I just bought my first new car (1996 Dodge

Stratus), pay my bills on time, and most lmportantly, I’'m out here with my family where
I belong. Thank God for Joedy and the. program he shared with me: Ihave a skill I feel
good about that pays well thanks to J oedy

The person I work for tells mé I'm the bes" Worker he’s ever emplo jed He says I exhibit
the work ethic of the oIden days. Joedy: taught me how to think, not what to think. He
encourages me as [ exermsed new ways of thinking. The thinking that has given me a

' successful integration back 1into my commumty Tknow I Wouldn t be where I am today

had Joedy not given me the _]Ob

Thanks for your time. ' S i

| Sincerely, Chris D. Briggs _,.:;A_ff':..'f o




PRSEESS o eend

To whom it may concern,

My name is William Cody Brooker. [ spent roughly 8 years incarcerated in ODOC. | learned alot
about myself when | was doing my time. Some was hard to face and some was a pleasant surprise . I'm
thankful for the good and bad that happened in there. It has helped me form a better me. | believe that
one of the most important things | did for myself was learn my trade. This gave me focus on the future,

" confidence in myself, and the ability to become a productive member of society. Without the hands on

trigining | received working in the HVAC/R shop at EOCi and DRCI, and also the valuable skills and
knowledge | acquired during my electrical apprenticeship, | don't know what path my life after prison
would have taken. With the changes | made, the skills | learned, and the certifications/electric license |
achieved, | was able to get a job doing exactly what | trained to do...and love to do: | 've been gainfully
employed at the same mechanical company since my release andmy success is due to the opportunities
that were given to me by the DOC. I'd like to say thank you to JATC the security staff that suppoh‘ the
physical plant and it's workers and to anyone that has been helping the spread of trade skill training in
the DOC. | also want to give a special thank you to a few key individuals: Mr. Cleveland for your support
over those years. Mr. Marlatt for all the things you do to advance the electrical program and for pushing
me to learn ; Mr. Austin for seeing the potential in me, giving me all the opportunities-to advance,
challenging me and supporting my development as a technician and a person. A

L

Thank you all for helping me change my life.

Sinerely,

William Cody Brooker
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Joedy,

Well I just wanted to write and say thank you. I am thankful that you put up with me for
so long and had the patience to teach me all the things I learned. I am doing great because
you took a chance on me. I will do my best to make you proud. Well, I will go for now
and write to some of the guys.

Sincerely,

ete 7

Nathan Herringto






