
 
   
   

 

March 4, 2025 

  

 

To:  Chair Reynolds, Vice-Chair Anderson, and members of the House Committee on Early 

Childhood and Behavioral health. 

 

From:  Dr. Brian E. Erkkila, Director Regulatory Science, Swedish Match North America LLC 

 

Good afternoon. My name is Dr. Brian Erkkila, Directory of Regulatory Science at 

Swedish Match North America LLC, an affiliate of Philip Morris International, a company 

which does not and will never sell combusted cigarettes in the United States. I have studied 

nicotine and tobacco for about 25 years, holding positions at the NIH and the FDA’s Center for 

Tobacco Products, and I appreciate the opportunity to discuss our opposition to SB 702. This 

proposal would ban all flavored tobacco products in a rejection of the scientific experts at the 

FDA, paints all tobacco products as equal risk, when scientific consensus suggests lower levels 

of risk for smoke-free products1, and leaves the more than 350,000 adults who smoke in 

Oregon2 without the ability to make better choices for their wellbeing. 

 

In early January 2025, the FDA determined, after nearly 5 years of careful review of the 

underlying science, that ZYN nicotine pouches were “appropriate for the protection of public 

health”3. There were several reasons for this decision including 1) significantly lower levels of 

harmful chemicals than other tobacco products on the market; 2) the evidence demonstrated that 

a substantial proportion of adults who use cigarettes and/or smokeless tobacco products 

completely switch to the products AND that the availability of the product in a variety of flavors 

is critical to facilitating this switching; and 3) that youth use of nicotine pouches remains 

relatively low4.  

 

Under this proposal, a vast majority of these and other federally authorized smoke-free 

products would be banned. This would leave Oregonian adults who smoke with less choice and 

potentially move them back to the most harmful form of tobacco use, combusted cigarettes. 

 

In fact, initiatives such as SB 702 have been tried elsewhere, and time and time again 

researchers have found that flavor bans on smoke-free products have significant unintended 

consequences, decreasing the appeal of these products for legal-aged smokers, hindering 
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switching to better alternatives, increasing illicit trade5 6, and leading to increases in use of 

combusted cigarettes7 8.  

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, youth use of any tobacco 

product has dropped 65% since 2019, and e-cigarette use is down 70% in the same time period9. 

However, over 55,000 Oregonians lose their lives each year to combusted cigarette smoking10.  

SB 702 will all but take away important smoke-free options from the hundreds of thousands of 

adult smokers in the state, not to mention those that have already switched. Oregon has always 

been a champion of harm reduction; SB 702 simply tells adults who smoke that they can either 

quit, or they can die. I strongly urge this committee to make the compassionate choice, the 

choice supported by science and the FDA, by rejecting SB 702.  

 

 
 

Brian Erkkila, PhD, 

Director Regulatory Science 

Swedish Match North America LLC 
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