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On behalf of American Bird Conservancy, we urge you to support HB 2679.
Oregon'’s incredible bird diversity is under threat from toxic systemic insecticides
which are overused in ornamental settings and as seed coatings.

Oregon is vital for migratory, residential, and breeding birds. American Bird
Conservancy has several staff located in the state who primarily work on
stewarding the forests and coastal waters of Oregon, making sure they are as
effective a habitat as possible. We have key programs focusing on Old Growth
forests which are important Marbled Murrelet breeding habitat.

North American birds are in trouble; nearly three billion birds have been lost since
1970 due to a wide variety of anthropogenic causes, though few are as serious, or
as easily addressed, as threats posed by neonicotinoid insecticides.’
Neonicotinoids are commonly, though unnecessarily, used in non-agricultural
applications. Their neurotoxic nature makes them highly dangerous for birds and
mammals alike, and a growing body of evidence questions their necessity.

HB 2679 would establish a program to better understand the need, use patterns,
and regulation of neonicotinoids, thus providing additional use information and
filling in regulatory loopholes created by federal law, while providing flexibility for
growers, thus reducing the overall threat to birds.2 SF 1915 would phase-out the
use of nonagricultural neonicotinoids in the state, protecting birds and other
wildlife from accidental misuses or overuses of neonicotinoids outside of
agricultural settings.?

Loss of Insect Prey

Non-agricultural applications are also problematic for birds in the way they
deplete insect prey resources. Lack of adequate prey leads to generational loss of
birds which are not able to have large enough egg clutches or brood sizes.*
Oregon'’s state bird, the Western Meadowlark, relies on insects to feed their
young.®

Sublethal Effects

Though death is indeed a common effect on birds from neonicotinoids, a host of
other sublethal effects are also felt. Bird exposed to neonicotinoids may also
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experience life-threatening weight loss,® impaired reproduction,” loss of migratory
ability,® convulsions,® and impaired motor control.™
A Need for Better Protection

HB 2679 is both vital for protecting Oregon’s birds. Wildlife viewing in the state
along brings in over $1.2 Billion every year." At-home and non-agricultural uses
of neonicotinoids are not necessary. With neonicotinoid-coated seeds, wildlife is
being harmed while the most widespread uses provide no economic benefit to
growers. We strongly support HB 2679

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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E. Hardy Kern llI

Director of Government Relations
American Bird Conservancy
ehardykern@abcbirds.org
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