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Dear Chair  Kropf ,  Vice-Chairs Chotzen and Wal lan,  and Members of  the
House Committee on Judiciary ,

Thank you for  consider ing this  test imony.  O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O r e g o n  S e x u a l
A s s a u l t  T a s k  F o r c e  ( O r e g o n  S A T F ) ,  w e  a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  i n
s u p p o r t  o f  H B  2 9 7 5 .

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon
Attorney General ’s  Sexual Assault  Task Force (or Oregon SATF) is  a
statewide,  nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and
support a col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of
and response to sexual v iolence.  We accomplish our mission by advancing
primary prevention and providing mult i-discipl inary training and technical
assistance to responders in Oregon and national ly .

Domestic v iolence ( including sexual  v iolence) is  a dist inct  and complex
cr ime that often involves a pattern of  coercion,  control ,  and repeated
vict imizat ion,  making i t  fundamental ly  di f ferent f rom other isolated
criminal  acts .  

Survivors of  domestic v iolence,  part icular ly  those who have also
experienced sexual  assault ,  f requently endure mult iple forms of  abuse,
including strangulat ion,  harassment ,  and psychological  manipulat ion.
Strangulat ion is  a disturbingly common form of  v iolence in sexual  assault
and domestic v iolence cases,  often used as a tool  of  power and control  by
people who cause harm. Studies indicate that between 30% to 68% of
women who experience int imate partner v iolence and sexual  assault  also
report  being strangled by their  abuser .  Survivors of  strangulat ion are at
s ignif icant ly  higher r isk  of  ser ious in jury ,  long-term trauma, and even
homicide,  as non-fatal  strangulat ion increases the l ikel ihood of  future
lethal  v iolence by more than 700%.  



Despite i ts  prevalence,  strangulat ion is  f requently underreported and
misunderstood,  making i t  crucial  for  the Oregon just ice system to
recognize and address this  l i fe-threatening form of  assault  with the
ser iousness and expl ic i tness i t  demands.  

By al lowing for  strangulat ion to be recognized separately (not merged),
the just ice system can ensure that more elements of  an offense are
accurately considered,  leading to more appropriate charges,  sentencing,
and vict im protect ions.  

Without these cr imes being recognized independently ,  key aspects of  the
survivor ’s  exper ience may be over looked,  diminishing the abi l i ty  to hold
the person(s) who have harmed them ful ly  accountable.  Recogniz ing
stalk ing separately for  the purposes of  adjudicat ion is  benef ic ial  for
survivor  heal ing and publ ic safety .  F o r  t h e  a b o v e  r e a s o n s ,  w e  u r g e  y o u  t o
s u p p o r t  H B  2 9 7 5  a n d  s u p p o r t  s u r v i v o r s  i n  O r e g o n .

Thank you again for  your t ime and considerat ion.  I  welcome any
opportunity to answer quest ions or  share more about this  work with you.

Sincerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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