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Dear Chair  Kropf ,  Vice-Chairs Chotzen and Wal lan,  and Members of  the
House Committee on Judiciary ,  

Thank you for  the opportunity to submit  our comments on HB 3095.  O n
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O r e g o n  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  T a s k  F o r c e  ( O r e g o n  S A T F ) ,  w e  a r e
s u b m i t t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s t r o n g  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  H B  3 0 9 5 ,
which would establ ish a rebuttable presumption of  equal  parent ing t ime in
family law proceedings.

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon
Attorney General ’s  Sexual Assault  Task Force (or Oregon SATF) is  a
statewide,  nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and
support a col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of
and response to sexual v iolence.  We accomplish our mission by advancing
primary prevention and providing mult i-discipl inary training and technical
assistance to responders in Oregon and national ly .

At Oregon SATF,  we understand that sexual  v iolence,  domestic v iolence,
chi ld abuse,  e lder abuse,  human traff icking,  and other forms of  v iolence
and abuse are connected.  They are perpetrated through the use of  power
and control  to manipulate,  terror ize ,  and harm vict ims.  This  understanding
informs our perspect ive that HB 3095 could cause tremendous harm for
vict ims of  abuse and their  chi ldren.  Whi le HB 3095 may seek to to focus on
the idea of  ‘ fairness’  when determining parent ing t ime in family law
proceedings,  fairness as a concept s imply is  not  appl icable when cases
involve sexual  and domestic v iolence.  Chi ldren are often used as a tool  of
cont inued manipulat ion and control  in  these s i tuat ions,  and these
dynamics must be understood and considered careful ly  in indiv idual ized
assessments of  the chi ldren’s  best  interests and safety .  

HB 3095 would not only faci l i tate opportunit ies for  cont inued abuse and
manipulat ion of  chi ldren,  but also place a burden on parents that are 



vict ims of  v iolence and abuse to overcome a legal  presumption.  This
could require v ict ims to re-l ive and center  the trauma and abuse they and
their  chi ldren have experienced in order to achieve safe outcomes in
family law proceedings.  As advocates,  we know that doing so often results
in retal iat ion,  increased trauma, and escalat ing safety r isks for  v ict ims
and their  chi ldren.  

We recommend a do not pass on HB 3095 and a cont inued commitment to
individual ized assessments of  parent ing t ime and custodial  decis ions in
family law proceedings in order to ensure safer  outcomes for  v ict ims and
their  chi ldren.  

Thank you for  your t ime and considerat ion.  

S incerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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