
February 23rd, 2025 

Chair Neron, Vice-Chair Dobson, Vice-Chair McIntire, and members of the House Committee on 
Education, 

My name is Ben Turner, I live in House District 21, and I’m writing to urge you to SUPPORT 
House Bill 3435, which would strengthen Oregon’s existing free school meal program and make 
it universal. This bill is very important because childhood food insecurity is a serious and 
worsening issue in our state: data from Feeding America’s most recent Map the Meal Gap report 
shows that about 144,000 children face food insecurity in Oregon—that’s one in six kids!  1

I work at a food bank,  and we are being overwhelmed by the level of need in our community; 2

we’ve seen huge increases in the number of households visiting our food pantries over the past 
few years. While the work we do is important, Oregonians are in serious need of policy solutions 
like Schools Meals for All that would help keep families from needing to visit a food bank in the 
first place. 

Thanks to previous efforts by the Oregon Legislature, such as the Student Success Act of 2019,  
almost all schools in Oregon already offer free school meals. For a cost that’s comparable to that 
which the state currently spends for non-universal meals,  HB 3435 would get Oregon over the 3

finish line, ensuring that free school meals are offered universally in Oregon. This is a very 
popular idea: 84% of Oregonians support universal free school meals.  4

Again, I urge you to SUPPORT HB 3435 and children in our state who face food insecurity. No 
child in Oregon should ever go hungry.
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