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Adding Red Seaweed To Cow Feed Could Cut
Bovine Flatulence
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Transcript

Seaweed can potentially help fight climate change. Research shows that a specific type

of seaweed can cut cows' methane production by up to 98%.

STEVE INSKEEP, HOST:

This planet is home to about 1.5 billion cows, which collectively produce a lot of gas. In

fact, they create more greenhouse gas emissions than planes, trains and automobiles

combined. And one part of that is the methane that they release.

LULU GARCIA-NAVARRO, HOST:

But adding something that seems, well, very simple to their diets could really beef up -

get it? - the fight against climate change, and that is seaweed.

TIM FLANNERY: It started with some accidental experimental work, really, in

Queensland, Australia. It's starting to take off.

GARCIA-NAVARRO: That's Professor Tim Flannery. He's a scientist and researcher at

the University of Melbourne in Australia. The specific type is called Asparagopsis

taxiformis. It's a red seaweed that grows in the tropics.
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INSKEEP: This past summer, scientists found that adding less than 1% of

Asparagopsis to the cows' feed could cut their flatulence by 98%.

FLANNERY: The interesting thing is that, you know, the methane generation really

represents energy that the cow doesn't get to use. So if you can stop that methane

being generated and let the cow absorb that energy, the cow grows faster and is

healthier.

GARCIA-NAVARRO: Now the race is on to begin commercial production. In

Tasmania, the first full crop will be ready next year. And there are seaweed farms

popping up across the world, including in Hawaii and California.

FLANNERY: Look - I just had one funny thing, you know. I asked the scientist

involved whether he thought that the meat would end up tasting like fish. And he just

looked at me and said, very, very funny, ha ha.

INSKEEP: We will see. But the practice could potentially curb climate change.

Copyright © 2020 NPR. All rights reserved. Visit our website terms of use and permissions pages at www.npr.org for

further information.

NPR transcripts are created on a rush deadline by Verb8tm, Inc., an NPR contractor, and produced using a proprietary

transcription process developed with NPR. This text may not be in its final form and may be updated or revised in the

future. Accuracy and availability may vary. The authoritative record of NPR’s programming is the audio record.

https://rpb3r.app.goo.gl/shortwave
https://podcasts.apple.com/podcast/id1482575855?mt=2&at=11l79Y&ct=nprdirectory
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnByLm9yZy9yc3MvcG9kY2FzdC5waHA_aWQ9NTEwMzUx
https://pca.st/i925ar8q
https://open.spotify.com/show/2rTT1klKUoQNuaW2Ah19Pa
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07YVN9QYD/
https://feeds.npr.org/510351/podcast.xml
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179881519/rights-and-permissions-information
https://www.npr.org/
http://www.verb8tm.com/


More Stories From NPR

SCIENCE
European Scientists Zero In On AstraZeneca Blood Clot Link

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/21/979781065/european-scientists-zero-in-on-astrazeneca-blood-clot-link
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/21/979781065/european-scientists-zero-in-on-astrazeneca-blood-clot-link
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/19/978792972/emily-levesque-how-have-telescopes-transformed-our-understanding-of-the-universe


SPACE
Emily Levesque: How Have Telescopes Transformed Our Understanding Of The
Universe?

SCIENCE
How A Building Block Of Life Got Created In A Flash

SCIENCE
A 300-Year-Old Tale Of One Woman's Quest To Stop A Deadly Virus

SCIENCE
Millions Of U.S. Homes Face An Expensive Flooding Threat

ANIMALS
Why Cuttlefish Are Smarter Than We Thought

Popular on NPR.org

MUSIC VIDEOS
Liam Bailey: Tiny Desk (Home) Concert

MUSIC VIDEOS
Sting: Tiny Desk (Home) Concert

MUSIC VIDEOS
Justin Bieber: Tiny Desk (Home) Concert

NPR Editors' Picks

RACE
Asian Grandmother Who Smacked Her Attacker With A Board Donates Nearly $1
Million

NATIONAL
Virginia Governor Signs Law Abolishing The Death Penalty, A 1st In The South

EUROPE
From Exile, Tikhanovskaya Calls For '2nd Wave Of Protests' Against Belarus Regime

MOVIES
For Actor-Activist Sacha Baron Cohen, Being Called A 'Bouffon' Is A Good Thing

https://www.npr.org/2021/03/19/978792972/emily-levesque-how-have-telescopes-transformed-our-understanding-of-the-universe
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/19/978792972/emily-levesque-how-have-telescopes-transformed-our-understanding-of-the-universe
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/16/977769884/how-a-building-block-of-life-got-created-in-a-flash
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/16/977769884/how-a-building-block-of-life-got-created-in-a-flash
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/03/08/972978143/a-300-year-old-tale-of-one-womans-quest-to-stop-a-deadly-virus
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/03/08/972978143/a-300-year-old-tale-of-one-womans-quest-to-stop-a-deadly-virus
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/05/973956492/millions-of-u-s-homes-face-an-expensive-flooding-threat
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/05/973956492/millions-of-u-s-homes-face-an-expensive-flooding-threat
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/07/974465853/why-cuttlefish-are-smarter-than-we-thought
https://www.npr.org/sections/animals/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/07/974465853/why-cuttlefish-are-smarter-than-we-thought
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/23/979969101/liam-bailey-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/sections/music-videos/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/23/979969101/liam-bailey-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/22/978977846/sting-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/sections/music-videos/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/22/978977846/sting-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/17/977442129/justin-bieber-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/sections/music-videos/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/17/977442129/justin-bieber-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980760622/asian-grandmother-who-smacked-her-attacker-with-a-board-donates-nearly-1-million
https://www.npr.org/sections/race/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980760622/asian-grandmother-who-smacked-her-attacker-with-a-board-donates-nearly-1-million
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/971866086/virginia-governor-signs-law-abolishing-the-death-penalty-a-1st-in-the-south
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/971866086/virginia-governor-signs-law-abolishing-the-death-penalty-a-1st-in-the-south
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980790510/from-exile-tikhanovskaya-calls-for-2nd-wave-of-protests-against-belarus-regime
https://www.npr.org/sections/europe/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980790510/from-exile-tikhanovskaya-calls-for-2nd-wave-of-protests-against-belarus-regime
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980502414/for-actor-activist-sacha-baron-cohen-being-called-a-bouffon-is-a-good-thing
https://www.npr.org/sections/movies/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980502414/for-actor-activist-sacha-baron-cohen-being-called-a-bouffon-is-a-good-thing


NATIONAL
Judge Blocks Lawsuits Against Sackler Family As Oxycontin Bankruptcy Talks
Continue

PHOTOGRAPHY
3 Decades Of Female Friendship, Caught On Film

READ & LISTEN

Home

News

Arts & Life

Music

Podcasts

Programs

CONNECT

Newsletters

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

Contact

Help

ABOUT NPR

Overview

Finances

People

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio

Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

NPR Shop

NPR Events

Visit NPR

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices

text only

© 2021 npr

https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980842719/judge-blocks-lawsuits-against-sackler-family-as-oxycontin-bankruptcy-talks-conti
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/24/980842719/judge-blocks-lawsuits-against-sackler-family-as-oxycontin-bankruptcy-talks-conti
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2021/03/24/978657475/3-decades-of-female-friendship-caught-on-film
https://www.npr.org/sections/photography/
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2021/03/24/978657475/3-decades-of-female-friendship-caught-on-film
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/arts/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/
https://www.npr.org/programs/
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://twitter.com/NPR
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/contact
https://help.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179803822/people-at-npr
https://www.npr.org/press/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shop.npr.org/
https://www.nprpresents.org/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/177066727/visit-npr
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

