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LEGISLATIVELY APPROVED CAPITAL FUNDING 

FOR ARTS, CULTURE, HERITAGE AND HUMANITIES PROJECTS 

(Projects funded under the Cultural Resources Economic Fund –CREF) 

 
2013- 2015 Biennium: 
CONFLUENCE PROJECT $1,500,000 to support the Confluence Project's interpretative art installation, 
known as the Confluence Arc. an elevated walkway. inspired by traditional fishing platforms, by Maya 
Lin, at Celilo Falls Park. 

HIGH DESERT MUSEUM $250,000 to renovate the Autzen Otter Exhibit to increase attendance, 
expand the High Desert Museum's ability to bring in tourist dollars to Central Oregon and strengthen 
an iconic Central Oregon cultural resource. 

2015-2017 Biennium: 

OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL $2,000,000 for a multi-theatre renovation and modernization 
project which will improve access to the festival’s two oldest theatres and provide improve access 
to the bricks, for free public performances for all visitors, regardless of mobility. 

PORTLAND JAPANESE GARDEN $1,500,000 to expand its visitor and educational facilities in its 
Cultural Crossing project that will incorporate new gardens, state-of-the-art educational facilities, 
and other amenities. 

AURORA COLONY HISTORICAL SOCIETY $400,000 to finance the construction of a storage facility 
for historical artifacts. 

PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE $200,000 to support renovation of Portland Playhouse’s venue located in a 
historic building in the King Neighborhood in Portland. (Managed by DAS). 
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2017-2019 Biennium: 
PORTLAND ART MUSEUM $1,000,000 to connect the Museum’s Main Building to the Mark Building 
through the construction of a glass pavilion—named for famed Oregon artist Mark Rothko – which will 
become one of Oregon’s grand free public spaces. 

HOLLY THEATRE $1,000,000 to restore the 1930 Holly Theatre, located in Medford, whose 1,003-seat 
auditorium will serve as the largest indoor concert and community event space in the state south of 
Eugene. (Managed by DAS). 

FRIENDS OF THE OREGON CAVES AND CHATEAU $745,000 to rebuild three original balconies on the 
1930’s era National Historic Landmark Lodge known as the Chateau, to increase accessibility and restore 
the Chateau’s original character. (Managed by DAS, reduced from $748,922 in original bill). 

OREGON PUBLIC BROADCASTING $600,000 to renovate its facility to include more flexible, accessible 
multi-purpose spaces to receive and engage a wider public; the construction of new radio studio; the 
construction of a multi-media studio to allow flexibility to create video and audio programming; and 
improve energy efficiency. (Managed by DAS). 

THE DALLES CIVIC AUDITORIUM THEATER $745,000 to restore the 1921 National Historic Landmark’s 
theater. (Managed by DAS). 

EUGENE BALLET $700,000 to build a new Midtown Arts Center to accommodate growth of their ballet 
company and academy, while continuing to provide offices and program development space to a cross-
section of the region’s signature non-profit arts organizations. 

BENTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY $500,000 to construct a Corvallis Museum that will include 
galleries for changing exhibitions, education space, courtyards for outdoor sculpture, workspaces for 
museum staff and a museum store. 

OREGON COAST COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS $300,000 to expand the Studio Theatre’s seating from 80-150, 
to expand the green room, dressing rooms, kitchen, backstage storage areas and add rehearsal space in 
the Newport facility. 

LIBERTY THEATRE $200,000 to reclaim, restore and refurbish the historic 470 seat Liberty Theatre in 
LaGrande as a performing arts center. 

COTTAGE THEATER $125,000 to expand seating in the theatre from 150-200 seats, upgrade technical 
capabilities and safety features of the community funded theatre in Cottage Grove. 

HIGH DESERT MUSEUM $125,000 to support significant renovations to the By Hand Through Memory 
exhibit and to develop new gallery space to feature art of the American West. 

PORTLAND INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART $100,000 to upgrade and improve a 16,000-foot 
building for use as a permanent venue in Portland’s NE Eliot neighborhood. 
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BAG&BAGGAGE THEATRE $50,000 to support the installation of a state-of-the-art 360-degree digital 
projection system. 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN NETWORD OF OREGON $300,000 to construct a 5,000 square foot cultural 
center, public plaza and home for APANO in Portland. 

 
2019 – 2021 Biennium: 
COTTAGE THEATRE $318,750 to expand seating capacity of this Cottage Grove Theatre by 50 seats and 
improve audience sightlines, enhance auditorium acoustics, upgrade ADA and safety features. (Reduced 
from $375,000 in original bill). 
 
HIGH DESERT MUSEUM $212,500 in additional funds for use in updating the By Hand Through Memory 
exhibit which contains over 1,200 artifacts of the Columbia Plateau Indians, as well as in development of 
the new gallery space to feature Art of the American West. (Reduced from $250,000 in original bill). 
 
JAPANESE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF OREGON (originally OREGON NIKKEI ENDOWMENT) $425,000 to 
contribute to the renovation of the Old Town Lofts to establish the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, a 
Japanese American history museum, and sole venue for the cultural and research activities of the 
experiences of Japanese Americans in the Northwest. (Reduced from $500,000 in original bill). 
 
 
2021- 2023 Biennium: 
MAXVILLE HERITAGE INTERPRETIVE CENTER $750,000 for preservation of the Maxville Townsite in 
Joseph. 
 
ARTISTS REPRETORY THEATRE $2,000,000 for creation of the ARTsHub in Portland. 
 
JOSEPHY CENTER FOR ARTS AND CULTURE $600,000 for facility expansion and renovation in Joseph. 
 
OREGON JEWISH MUSEUM AND CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST EDUCATION $400,000 for expansion into the 
Charles Hartman Gallery in Portland. (Managed by DAS; funded by an ARPA earmark). 
 
EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL THEATRE $295,000 for renovation of the Baker Orpheum Theatre in Baker 
City. 
 
CHEHALEM CULTURAL CENTER $1,250,000 for construction of a performing arts wing in Newberg. 
 
SILETZ TRIBAL ARTS & HERITAGE SOCIETY $750,000 for a Cultural Heritage Center in Siletz. 
 
JOHN G. SHEDD INSTITUTE FOR THE ARTS $1,600,000 to remodel the north entrance to the Institute 
making it ADA accessible. 
 
LITTLE THEATRE ON THE BAY $600,000 for expansion and enhancement of the Liberty Theatre in North 
Bend. 
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COLUMBIA RIVER MARITME MUSEUM $304,378 to preserve the Lightship Columbia in Astoria. 
 
PORTLAND ART MUSEUM $1,000,000 to help construct the Mark Rothko Pavilion in Portland. 
 
LINCOLN CITY CULTURAL CENTER $1,500,000 to construct a cultural plaza and further develop exterior 
grounds for greater pedestrian use and access to the arts. ($1,500,000 provided in 2019 legislature and 
then delayed due to inability to sell lottery bonds.  Renewed in 2021 session). 
 
PATRICIA RESER CENTER FOR THE ATS $1,500,000 for construction of a multidisciplinary performing and 
visual arts center in Beaverton’s Central District, the first of its kind to be built in the Portland-metro area 
in more than 30 years. (Funding provided in the 2019 legislature and then delayed due to inability to sell 
lottery bonds.  Renewed in 2021 session). 
 
HISTORIC RIVOLI THEATER RESTORATION $1,500,000 for architectural plans for the historic Rivoli Theater 
in Pendleton, Oregon. (Funded by general funds; managed by OCT/OAC). 
 
PORTLAND JAPANESE GARDEN $2,000,000 to the Japan Institute to build a Japanese learning site to 
support education about Japan. (Funded by general funds; managed by OCT/OAC). 
 
2023-2025.Biennium: 
 
CLATSOP COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY $1,000,000 to expand the Oregon Film Museum in Astoria. 
 
BLACK UNITED FUND $900,000 to build the United Futures Complex on Alberta Street in North Portland 
to showcase and shelter local Black and BIPOC artists and arts organizations.  Increases capacity by 200% 
resulting in 4,000 people directly served and nearly 40,000 indirectly served each year. 
 
FRIENDS OF OREGON CAVES AND CHATEAU $455,690 to restore and repair the historic doors and related 
hardware dating back to 1933-34 when the Chateau was built in Cave Junction.  One of only two National 
Historic Landmark Lodges in Oregon.  Currently 120,000 people visit each year and with completion of the 
Chateau’s restoration, this is expected to grow to 200,000. 
 
LITERARY ARTS $1,000,000 to build new community space and headquarters of Literary Arts in Portland’s 
Central Eastside.  Literary Arts currently services 20,000 event attendees, over 700 readers and writers 
who take classes, 581 fellowship applicants, 4,000 youth per year, and over half a million-radio show and 
podcast listeners. 
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION $400,000 to move the Museum to the historic John Gumm 
School in t Helens to expand and improve access to the collection.  In 2019, visitors to Columbia County 
spent $4.4 million in the local economy supporting arts, entertainment and recreation.   
 
JOSEPHINE COMMUNITY LIBRARY FOUNDATION $424,603 to acquire land to construct a new, two-story 
library and community gathering space in central downtown Grants Pass.  Over 20,000 people annually 
attend library events with an additional 15,000 patrons using library computers and 75,000 people 
connecting to library wi-fi. 
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NATIVE ARTS AND CULTURE FOUNDATION. $3,000,000 to renovate and retrofit the Yale Union Building 
in Southeast Portland to provide cultural resources to rural and urban Native constituents across Oregon.  
NACF is positioned to serve 6.8 million people in this country who identify as Native Americans, Alaska 
Natives, and Native Hawaiians. 
 
SOUTHERN OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY $500,000 to fund renovation of the J.C. Penney building in 
Medford to house new event and exhibit space as well as a mobile museum for the collections showcasing 
the history of Jackson County and Southern Oregon. 
 
PAM CUT//CENTER FOR AN UNTOLD TOMORROW $250,000 to create the Tomorrow Theater to provide 
multi-media performance space focused on immersive cinematic experiences of all kinds.  Audiences of 
over 88,000 are expected by the Theater’s third year, along with support for over 5,000 artists and 30+ 
community partnerships. 
 
PAINTED SKY CENTER FOR ARTS AND CULTURE $500,000 to acquire a multiuse permanent space in John 
Day to serve all Grant County residents and visitors with arts and culture offerings. 
 
VERY LITTLE THEATRE $350,000 to renovate and remodel existing space in Eugene by expanding the scene 
shop and storage capacity of this community theatre that attracts 9000 visitors a season. 
 
RAINIER OREGON HISYORICAL MUSEUM $500,000 to move from Rainier City Hall to land owned by the 
Museum, to increase exhibit space by 400% and add 200% more space to accommodate community 
events, archival storage and work space. 
 
PORTLAND INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART $150,000 for critical building repairs and to expand 
accessibility to the North Portland facility. 
 
SALEM PARKS FOUNDATION $150,000 to repair the eco-earth globe in Riverfront Park in Salem. 
 
PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE $300,000 to purchase the home of this theatre in the King neighborhood in North 
Portland, reaching over 13,000 a year in audience size plus serving 500 students annually with in-school 
residencies. 
 
TOTAL SINCE 2013:  $39,625,921.00  
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