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Presented to Oregon Senate Judiciary Committee | February 19, 2025 

Dear Chair Prozanski, Vice Chair Thatcher, and Distinguished Committee Members: 

 

Zonta International is a nonpartisan organization that builds a better world for women and girls through service and advocacy. Zonta 

International District 8 is comprised of clubs in Oregon, Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Washington, and British Columbia.  Oregon clubs 

include Corvallis, Coos Bay, Grants Pass and Roseburg.  Zonta District 8 is a member of the Oregon Coalition to End Child Marriage, 

led by Unchained at Last and strongly supports ending child marriage in Oregon, a non-partisan issue.  

The Current Law in Oregon: 

• The marriage law allows one parent to enter a 17-year-old into marriage with nothing more than “written consent.”1 

• The law does not seek any input from a teen who is being entered into marriage, nor does it provide recourse for a teen being 

forced to marry.  

• The marriage-age laws give a “get out of jail free” card to child rapists: Sex with a 17-year-old is a Class C misdemeanor2 if the 

perpetrator is three or more years older3 – unless the 17-year-old is married.4  

• Teens are automatically emancipated upon marriage,5 which terminates their parents’ financial obligation to them,6 regardless of 

the teen’s financial circumstances. Usually, minors cannot be emancipated unless a court determines they are self-sufficient.7 

This can easily force the teen to become financially dependent on their spouse, which is a risk factor for domestic violence.8 It 

also incentivizes forced child marriage, so a parent can get out of a child support obligation or child custody battle.  

• Child marriage encourages the legal trafficking of minors under the guise of marriage.9  

Devastating Consequences of Child Marriage  

• Marriage before 18, the age of adulthood,10 creates a nightmarish legal trap. Minors before age 18 cannot easily leave home,11 
enter a shelter,12 retain an attorney13 or independently bring a legal action.14 (Marriage emancipates minors, but emancipation 
brings only limited rights.15 Further, those limited rights arrive too late, only after the minor has endured the trauma of forced 
marriage.) 

• Once a 17-year-old is married, they also lose the protection of Child Protective Services.16  

• Child marriage destroys American girls’ health, education, and economic opportunities, and increases their risk of experiencing 
violence.17  

• The U.S. State Department calls marriage before age 18 a “human rights abuse.”18  

• Those who marry before age 18 have a 70% to 80% chance of divorcing,19 which brings additional instability and hardship.  

Alarming Statistics  

• Some 3,591 minors were married in Oregon between 2000 and 2018.20  

• Some 83% were girls wed to adult men21 an average of 3.91 years older.22  

• At least 1,272 and possibly as many as 1,814 marriages between 2000 and 2014 occurred with a spousal age difference that 

would have met the definition of a sex crime outside of marriage.23  

Simple Legislative Solution  

Chief Sponsors Sens. Janeen Sollman, David Brock Smith and Representative Mannix have introduced this commonsense legislation 

to make the marriage age 18, no exceptions. Bipartisan Co-Sponsors  Senator Frederick, Gelser Blouin, Golden, Manning Jr, 

Patterson, Taylor, Thatcher, Weber,  and Representative Bowman, Chaichi, Gamba, Grayber, Lively, Nguyen D, Osborne, Reschke, 

Sosa, and Tran agree!  Such legislation costs nothing, harms no one and ends a human rights abuse.   

States and territories across the U.S. – including Washington – and countries around the world are passing the same legislation. 

Oregon is falling behind and risks becoming a destination site for child marriage. More information is available at 

https://www.unchainedatlast.org.  

https://www.zonta.org/
https://zontadistrict8.org/
https://www.unchainedatlast.org/
https://www.unchainedatlast.org/


Pass SB 548.  Zonta International District 8 and its Oregon Clubs encourage you to end child marriage in Oregon; 18 no exceptions. 

Oregon can be a leader in this national and global movement as States and territories across the U.S., and countries around the world, 

are passing the same legislation to end this child abuse and human rights abuse.   

Zonta District 8 engages in non-partisan advocacy to build a better world for women and girls.  You can make a difference in the lives 

of children by ending child marriage.  #18NoExceptions 

Respectfully,  

Zonta District 8 Governor, Stephanie Adams 

Zonta District 8 End Child Marriage Now Coordinator, Katherine Cleland 

Zonta District 8 Liaison to the Oregon Coalition to End Child Marriage and Corvallis Club Member, Helen Garber 

Zonta International Advocacy Committee Member and Corvallis Club Member, Pete Bober 

___________________________ 
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9 Federal law (8 U.S. Code § 1101) does not set a minimum age for spousal or fiancé visas; instead it defers to the law in the state where the couple will reside (see: 
U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, How the U.S. Immigration System Encourages Child Marriages (11 January 2019), 
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Youth shelters are not a solution; typically are not confidential – they must notify parents of the minor’s whereabouts – and they typically house minors for about 21 
days while they work on a reunification plan.  

13 Olshen v. Kaufman, 235 Or. 423, 433 (Or. 1963): Most contracts with minors are voidable. In our experience, lawyers are reluctant to take on a minor as a client 
based on a voidable retainer agreement.  

14 Oregon Rules of Civil Procedure (ORCP) 27: A minor may appear only through their guardian, through their conservator or through a guardian ad litem.  
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