
 

February 19, 2025 

 

House Judiciary Committee  

Re: Public Hearing on HB 2555 

 

Dear House Judiciary Committee Members,   

 

I am testifying today on behalf of the Vera Institute of Justice in full support of House Bill (HB) 2555, 

currently under consideration by this committee, which would expand and make permanent the 

successful, cost-effective Family Sentencing Alternative Pilot (FSAP) program. Vera works to end mass 

incarceration, protect immigrants’ rights, ensure dignity for people behind bars, and build safe, thriving 

communities. 

 

In the United States, more than 2.7 million children have a parent who is incarcerated.1 In Oregon, alone, 

nearly 70,000 children have at least one incarcerated parent, a burden that disproportionately impacts 

children of color and children in poverty.2 Having a parent behind bars often means losing crucial 

financial and emotional support.3 In fact, the Public Health Association considers having an incarcerated 

parent an adverse childhood experience (ACE), meaning that it can impact the development of children 

and lead to long-term negative impacts on health and wellbeing.4 Oregon has recognized these challenges 

through initiatives like the 2017 “Bill of Rights” for children of incarcerated parents.5 

 

A growing body of research points to the innumerable benefits of keeping families together through 

community-based alternatives to incarceration (ATI) programs, including diversion programs like FSAP. 

Moreover, programs like FSAP help build community safety and stability by reducing recidivism and 

increasing the likelihood of a stable, supportive environment for their children.6  

 

Diversion programs like FSAP hold people accountable while providing the necessary care and support 

for them. Accountability in these programs involves understanding the harm caused, making amends, 

learning from mistakes, and changing behavior. Diversion programs address the underlying issues that 

contribute to crime, such as poverty, employment, substance use, and lack of community resources. 

Research has shown that participating in some diversion programs reduces future convictions by 48 

percent within 10 years and improves employment outcomes by 53 percent over the same period.7 By 

preventing future harm and planning for the healthy start for young children, FSAP helps keep both 

people and communities safer. 

 

FSAP has not only proven effective in keeping families intact and reducing reoffending, but it also saves 

money on incarceration and foster care costs.8 I strongly urge your support for legislation that expands 

and enhances this vital community-based program. By doing so, we can ensure that more Oregon families 

remain together, reduce the cycle of incarceration, and promote a safer and more equitable society for all. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

Jacqueline Altamirano Marin  

Senior Program Associate, Vera Institute of Justice 
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