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| am writing in support of this bill because a naturopathic doctor took the time to
actually figure out what was happening with my mother‘s health about 20 years ago
and she was prediabetic despite eating well and exercising regularly. So, we had not
found that doctor, my mother would likely now be suffering from diabetic
complications, like retinopathy and neuropathy. Please support this bill.

HB3439 requires that insurance companies pay naturopathic doctors (ND) fairly and
on par with what other primary care providers are paid for providing the same
services. Currently, NDs are reimbursed on average at half the rate of PAs, NPs,
DOs and MDs. NDs are well-regulated and licensed as primary care providers.
Thousands of Oregonians seek out the safe, effective and integrative care that NDs
provide.

Every year, NDs are financially forced to either lay off staff and close their clinics or to
move to a cash model, excluding those who are not affluent. This is diminishing
Oregonians' access to safe and effective naturopathic care and we as a state should
not be complicit in this. Oregon is currently experiencing a primary care provider
shortage which will only be exacerbated if HB3439 does not advance.



