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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I oppose SB 947.  

 

The Oregon Constitution is subservient to the United States Constitution. To change 

the current meaning of the citizens militia in Oregon is unconstitutional and also 

outside the intentions of the forefathers of this country.  

 

George Mason: “I ask you sir, who are the militia? They consist now of the whole 

people.” (Elliott, Debates, 425-426) 

 

James Madison: “As the greatest danger to liberty is from large standing armies, it is 

best to prevent them by an effectual provision for a good militia.” (notes of debates in 

the 1787 Federal Convention) 

 

Alexander Hamilton: “The project of disciplining all the militia of the United States is 

as futile as it would be injurious, if it were capable of being carried into execution. A 

tolerable expertness in military movements is a business that requires time and 

practice. It is not a day, or even a week, that will suffice for the attainment of it. To 

oblige the great body of the yeomanry, and of the other classes of the citizens, to be 

under arms for the purpose of going through military exercises and evolutions, as 

often as might be necessary to acquire the degree of perfection which would entitle 

them to the character of a well-regulated militia, would be a real grievance to the 

people, and a serious public inconvenience and loss. It would form an annual 

deduction from the productive labor of the country, to an amount which, calculating 

upon the present numbers of the people, would not fall far short of the whole expense 

of the civil establishments of all the States. To attempt a thing which would abridge 

the mass of labor and industry to so considerable an extent, would be unwise: and 

the experiment, if made, could not succeed, because it would not long be endured. 

Little more can reasonably be aimed at, with respect to the people at large, than to 

have them properly armed and equipped” – Alexander Hamilton, Federalist No.2 

 

In the names of those who founded this country, please vote no on the 

unconstitutional SB 947. 

 

Respectfully, 

 



Joe Wilson 

Gold Beach, Oregon 


