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Dear Chair Kropf, Vice-Chairs Chotzen and Wallan, and members of the House Committee on Judiciary,  
 

The Joint Oregon Advocacy Commissions Subcommittee on Domestic Violence Prevention & 
Statewide Coordination, comprised of the Oregon Commission for Women, the Oregon Commission on Black 
Affairs, the Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs, and the Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific 
Islander Affairs, respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 3196 and protect critical victim 
services across the state.  

After the close of the 2024 Session, Oregon was informed of a 42% reduction in federal funding from 
the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA). While our advocates and allies in Congress work to address this long-term 
problem at the federal level, we seek your urgent assistance to protect survivors in Oregon from the 
immediate impact of these cuts. We thank the Emergency Board for providing VOCA backfill funding during 
September 2024 Legislative Days, and protecting the “competitive” VOCA grants which renewed in October 
of 2024. The second set of grants impacted by federal reductions will be the “noncompetitive” VOCA grants, 
which are set to renew October 1, 2025.   

The 2025 Legislature is being asked to backfill the shortfall for the noncompetitive grants during the 
normal budget process. Without this funding, vital victim services programs—supporting survivors of child 
abuse, domestic and sexual violence, and other crimes across Oregon’s counties and Tribes—will be cut on 
October 1, 2025. Without action, many of the VOCA noncompetitive grant supported services will cease to 
exist as there are no other funding streams available to provide this level of backfill.  

In line with our statutory responsibilities, we have identified this issue as an immediate and pressing 
concern that threatens to cause irreparable harm to the communities we represent. One in three Oregonians 
will experience some form of domestic violence.i Transgender people, particularly trans women of color, 
experience harassment, assault, discrimination, and homicide at significantly higher rates than the overall 
population.ii Up to 55% of Asian women in the U.S have experienced some form of physical or sexual violence 
in their lifetime.iii Black survivors are disproportionately more likely to be criminalized by the legal system.iv 
Latino communities face disproportionate barriers to accessing services compared to their white 
counterparts.v Survivors benefit from culturally and linguistically specialized services - programs funded by 
VOCA.   

We urge you to take prompt legislative action to safeguard Oregon’s most vulnerable residents. 
Programs at risk include those at Children’s Advocacy Centers, District Attorney Victim Assistance Programs 
(DAVAPs), Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (DVSA) Programs, and Campus Sexual Assault Programs.   
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A complete list of VOCA grantees is included at the end of this letter. VOCA dollars are used to support 
services like:  

●    On-scene crisis intervention, emergency transportation, and safety planning  

●    Sexual Assault Response Teams and Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners  

●    Medical providers and services (e.g., Qualified Mental Health Professionals)  

●    Confidential case management  

●    Victim advocates who assist victims in a variety of circumstances (e.g., medical and legal 
settings, navigating insurance claims and Crime Victims Compensation, securing Title IX 
accommodations)  

●    Assistance navigating the criminal justice system, including accompaniment to court hearings  

●    Basic needs assistance and financial support  

●    Bilingual, culturally specific and trauma-informed programming and services  

●    Support group facilitators and coordinators  

●    Parent Child Therapeutic Services  

●    Support lines  

●    Therapeutic residences for minor survivors  
  

The safety net services that are supported by VOCA grants are crucial for the survivors in our 
communities, and we respectfully urge the House Judiciary Committee to act now and protect access to 
these programs. Please provide funding to the Oregon Department of Justice to backfill federal cuts to the 
VOCA noncompetitive grants, before it is too late.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Oregon Commission for Women (OCFW) 

Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OCAPIA) 

Oregon Commission on Black Affairs (OCBA) 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs (OCHA) 
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i Oregon Secretary of State, Audits Division, Advisory Report. (2023).  https://sos.oregon.gov/audits/Documents/2023-31.pdf  
ii Oregon Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence https://www.ocadsv.org/resources/domestic-violence/ 
iii Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-Based Violence 
https://www.api-gbv.org/about-gbv/statistics-violence-against-api-women/ 
iv The Women of Color Network, Inc. https://jbws.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Domestic-Violence-in-Communities-of-
Color-compressed.pdf 
v National Resource Center on Domestic Violence. (2020). Meeting the Needs of Underserved Communities: Culturally 
Relevant Approaches to Domestic Violence Services. https://www.nrcdv.org 
 
 

Programs that will be affected are listed on the following page. 
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