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Dear Chair  Kropf ,  Vice-Chairs Chotzen and Wal lan,  and Members of  the
House Committee on Judiciary ,  

Thank you for  consider ing this  test imony.  O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O r e g o n  S e x u a l
A s s a u l t  T a s k  F o r c e  ( O r e g o n  S A T F ) ,  w e  a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  i n
s u p p o r t  o f  H B  3 1 9 6 ,  which appropriates money to the Department of  Just ice
to backf i l l  reduct ions in federal  Vict ims of  Cr ime Act (VOCA) grants .

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon
Attorney General ’s  Sexual Assault  Task Force (or Oregon SATF) is  a
statewide,  nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and
support a col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of
and response to sexual v iolence.  We accomplish our mission by advancing
primary prevention and providing mult i-discipl inary training and technical
assistance to responders in Oregon and national ly .

In  1984,  Congress s igned VOCA into law and created the Cr ime Vict ims
Fund (CVF) .  VOCA funding (appropriated from the CVF) is  the pr imary
source of  federal  grants for  v ict im services,  including services for  survivors
of  domestic v iolence,  chi ld abuse,  sexual  assault ,  human traff icking,  e lder
abuse,  and other cr imes.  I t  supports v ict ims in some of  the most high-r isk
scenarios who are experiencing strangulat ion,  stalk ing,  and an increased
risk of  ser ious in jury and homicide.  I t  a lso matches 75% of  e l igible state
vict im compensation funding.

P r o g r a m s  a c r o s s  O r e g o n  r e l y  o n  V O C A  f u n d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s ,
including Chi ldren’s  Advocacy Centers ,  Distr ict  Attorney Vict im Assistance
Programs (DAVAPs) ,  Community-based Nonprof i t  Domestic Violence and
Sexual  Assault  (DVSA) Programs,  and Campus Sexual  Assault  Programs.
These grants fund vital  services to survivors of  domestic and sexual
violence,  ranging from cr is is  intervent ion to long-term heal ing.



Since 2017 ,  Oregon SATF has proudly partnered with Oregon’s Department
of  Just ice to faci l i tate VOCA funds for  e ight campus-based advocacy
programs,  focused on providing services for  Oregon student survivors
across the state.  These services help ensure that Oregon students not only
have compassionate,  conf ident ial  care when they need i t  most ,  but  assist
Oregon students who experience sexual  and domestic v iolence to stay in
school ,  and complete their  education.  Now,  these programs (serving over
200,000+ students in our state) are at  r isk  of  c losure as cont inued VOCA
funding cuts loom.

Addit ional ly ,  these cuts threaten to decrease the already l imited support
services avai lable in our state to support  survivors of  sexual  v iolence,
including every county-based domestic and sexual  v iolence advocacy
agency.

Bipart isan efforts  are underway federal ly  to create a long-term solut ion
for  the CVF,  and your support  in creat ing a br idge for  organizat ions l ike
ours to stabi l ize funding and our abi l i ty  to offer  l i fe-saving services to
survivors is  essent ial .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g  v i c t i m s  o f  c r i m e  i s  a
n o n p a r t i s a n  i s s u e ,  a n d  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  There is  a separate
bi l l  in  the Oregon Senate to support  a federal  f ix—SJM 2 Urging Congress
to fund VOCA.

F o r  t h e  a b o v e  r e a s o n s ,  w e  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  b r i d g e
f u n d i n g  o f  V O C A  g r a n t s  b y  p a s s i n g  H B  3 1 9 6 .  Cr ime vict ims and survivors
in Oregon deserve the safety and wel l-being that these funds afford.
Organizat ions l ike ours that provide these services cannot cont inue
del iver ing them without your support .  

Thank you again for  your t ime and considerat ion.  I  welcome any
opportunity to answer quest ions or  share more about this  work with you.

Sincerely ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025R1/Measures/Overview/SJM2

