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To Chair  Kropf ,  Co-Chairs Chotzen and Wal len,  and Members of  the House
Committee on the Judiciary :  

My name is  Shannon Rose and I  have the honor of  serving as the Execut ive
Director  of  the Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force,  a statewide
nongovernmental ,  nonprof i t  organizat ion that works to create
mult idiscipl inary and survivor-centered solut ions for  the issue of  sexual
violence.  

I  respectful ly  submit  my test imony in support  of  HB 2456,  which modif ies
provis ions relat ing to the Sexual  Assault  Vict ims'  Emergency Medical
Response Fund,  also known as the SAVE Fund.  I t  is  not  hyperbol ic to say
that the SAVE Fund is  a l i fe  alter ing,  and sometimes l i fe  saving,  resource for
survivors of  sexual  assault  across our state.  Because of  the SAVE Fund,
survivors are able to access essent ial  medical  care,  forensic evidence
col lect ion,  and mental  health support  after  exper iencing the horror  of
sexual  v iolence.  

The modif icat ions proposed in HB 2456 have been thoughtful ly  considered
to provide the Department of  Just ice,  as the administrator  of  the fund,  the
absolutely crucial  f lex ibi l i ty  and adaptabi l i ty  needed to keep up with what
we know about the aftereffect  of  exper iencing a sexual  assault  and the
subsequent needs of  survivors .  This  includes both economic aftereffects ,  as
wel l  as physical  and mental  aftereffects .  

In  2017 ,  a study publ ished by the Centers for  Disease Control  and
Prevention,  est imated the annual  l i fet ime cost  of  rape to be $122,461  per
each vict im.  This  includes costs incurred to access medical  care,  legal
support ,  counsel ing,  lost  t ime off  of  work ,  and more.  No survivor  should ever
have to pay for  the cost  of  their  own vict imizat ion.  And,  al l  survivors ,



regardless of  their  f inancial  resources,  should have access to the care
they need.  The SAVE Fund is  a key mit igat ing factor  in the f inancial
impacts of  exper iencing sexual  v iolence.

The SAVE Fund modif icat ions also ref lect  what we know about the impacts
of  trauma on a person’s brain and body.  Dur ing the in i t ial  days,  and even
weeks,  after  exper iencing an assault ,  i t  is  common for  survivors to
experience acute symptoms of  t rauma. This  could include disorganized or
foggy thinking,  memory lapses,  anxiety ,  depression,  numbness,  intrusive
memories and thoughts ,  and physical  exhaust ion and pain,  just  to name a
few.  Some survivors know immediately that they want and need to seek
medical  forensic care,  whi le others may need some space and t ime to
process their  exper ience and make the decis ion that is  best  for  them. I
should also note that some survivors may not actual ly  be in a safe
posit ion to immediate care,  i f  the person who harmed them is  st i l l  present
or holding some means of  control  over their  comings and goings.  
By broadening the t ime frames al lowed to seek care that is  st i l l  covered
by the SAVE Fund,  we are best  support ing survivors through that acute
experience of  t rauma and not contr ibut ing to i t  by forcing a quick
decis ion.

As a f ie ld ,  and as a community ,  our  knowledge of  the impacts of  sexual
assault ,  and the impacts on and needs of  survivors ,  has grown greatly
over the years s ince the SAVE Fund was ini t ial ly  author ized.  By support ing
these modif icat ions and vot ing in favor of  HB 2456 we can let  survivors
know that we are wi l l ing to learn,  to l isten,  and to adapt to best  support
their  heal ing.  

Thank you for  your t ime and attent ion.  

Respectful ly ,  

Shannon Rose
Executive Director
Oregon Sexual  Assault  Task Force
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