
 
House Committee on Agriculture, Land Use, Natural Resources, and Water 
900 Court St. NE 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
 
February 5, 2024 
 
Re: HB 3143 (Landowners Living with Beavers Grant Program) 
 
Co-Chairs Helm and Owens, Vice Chair Finger McDonald, and Members of the Committee, 
 
My name is Colin Reynolds. I am the Senior Advisor to the Northwest Program at Defenders 
of Wildlife (“Defenders”). Defenders is a national conservation organization dedicated to 
the protection of all native animals and plants in their natural communities,  with over 
40,000 members and supporters in Oregon. On behalf of Defenders, I am submitting the 
following comments in support of HB 3143.  
 
This bill would establish the “Landowners Living with Beavers Grant Program” (“Beaver 
Grant Program”) that would award grants to implement coexistence projects on private 
land. This bill would also establish reporting requirements and appropriate $1.5 million to 
the Oregon Conservation and Recreation fund for purposes related to the Beaver Grant 
Program.   
 
Coexisting with wildlife is integral to Defenders’ mission, and we have been at the forefront 
of coexistence efforts for decades across the United States including currently supporting 
a beaver cost-share program in Northern New Mexico. i We believe properly designed, 
funded, and implemented community-based coexistence programs can work to reduce 
instances of human-wildlife conflict, and we are excited to support the creation and 
funding of the Beaver Grant Program.  
 
Defenders believes the Beaver Grant Program will bring positive impacts to Oregonians. 
Recent studies have shown that beavers can help mitigate the risks of heat, ii drought,iii and 
fire.iv Recent studies have also shown that the presence of beavers also helps other wildlife 
in areas where beavers reside,v providing ponds and wetlands for endangered species 
filtered of pollution.vi 
 
Defenders commends the legislature for its previous work removing beavers from the 
predatory animal statute on private lands.vii Now designated as furbearers, private 
landowners will have more opportunities to coexist with beavers and consider 
implementing non-lethal mitigation tools, including tree protection tools, flood prevention 
devices, and culvert and infrastructure protection systems. Implementing these mitigation 
tools requires technical capacity and expertise that a landowner may not possess. HB 3143 



would help address both: the bill’s financial appropriation can help alleviate the financial 
burden of procuring these tools and the bill also allows for funds to be used to build our 
state’s capacity in providing technical assistance to landowners.  
 
HB 3143 can support the implementation of the Oregon’s “3-Year Action Plan for Beaver-
Modified Landscapes”viii by creating coexistence opportunities on private lands and 
amplifying the ecosystem services beavers provide. Defenders commends the legislature 
for its attention to this issue and we ask that it supports this work by passing HB 3143.. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this important issue.  
 

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Colin Reynolds 
 

Senior Advisor, Northwest Program 
Defenders of Wildlife 
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