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Empowering action through science.

Testimony in support of HB2961
Chair Lively and members of the House Committee on Climate, Energy and Environment

| write as cofacilitator of Southern Oregon Climate Action Now, an organization of some 2,000
Southern Oregonians who are concerned about the climate crisis and encourage state action to
address it. As rural and coastal Southern Oregonians, we live on the frontlines of the warming,
reducing snowpack, heatwaves, drought, rising sea level and the increasing wildfire risk that
these trends conspire to impose on us. Because of this, we pay close attention to what is
happening in the state legislature that relates to climate.

As we know, the main contributor to global warming and the climate chaos we are experiencing
is the use of fossil fuels. We also know that the transportation sector, through the combustion
of fossil fuels, is the largest contributor of regulated greenhouse gases in the state. Indeed, in
2021 the Transportation sector accounted for 35.29% of the 61.4 Million Metric Tons (MMT) of
CO,e emissions (DEQ undated). In the U.S. Transportation accounted for 28% of emissions in
2022 (EPA undated) while globally, in 2023 at 21% of total emissions, this sector was second
only to the power sector (Statista undated). We are also well aware that studies conducted on
the full lifecycle of greenhouse gas emissions from Battery-powered Electric vehicles (BEVs) and
Plug-in Hybrid Electric vehicles (PHEVs) compared to the conventional internal combustion
engine vehicles indicate unequivocally that they are a substantial improvement (e..g., Verm et
al. 2022; Save the Sound 2023; Reichmuth et al. 2023).

If, as the votes of Oregonians and the performance of the duly elected Oregon legislature
indicates, Oregonians are committed to reducing our state’s contribution to the global climate
crisis, it seems only reasonable and rational that the state should encourage, through
incentives, behaviors that assist us in achieving this goal. Battaglia, (2024) made the case that
incentives and availability of charging stations are critical factors promoting EV sales.

Additionally, as the Greenlining Institute (2025) notes: “With the current fluctuations in EV
prices everyday consumers need financial subsidies to overcome the cost difference and
incentivize them to buy an EV over a conventional car. This is especially true for people of color,
who lack access to cars at higher rates than their white peers.” Incentives make electric



vehicles, which overall are cheaper to operate and maintain, more available to low income
Oregonians.

For these reasons, we strongly support efforts by legislators bot only to provide incentives to
Oregonians for purchasing electric-powered vehicles rather than internal combustion vehicles
but also to encourage promotion of the requirements for charging capacity “in the garages or
parking areas of newly constructed commercial buildings, multifamily buildings with five or
more units and mixed-use buildings consisting of privately owned commercial space and five or
more residential dwelling units” (OLIS 2025) as required in HB2961.
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