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University of Oregon promotes survey to understand how people get their news
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HERMISTON — A University of Oregon survey is reaching out to Hermiston residents with

questions about their media preferences.

Where do you go to learn of news? What type of information is most important to you? How

informed do you feel about things happening in your community? All of these questions, and more,

are on the survey, which is part of a larger initiative called Sustainable City Year Program, is

available at bit.ly/uosurvey-hermiston.

Andrew DeVigal, professor at the UO School of Journalism and Communication, is one of the

people behind the survey. Also, he is the director of the Agora Journalism Center, University of

Oregon’s forum for the future of local news and civic health in Oregon and beyond.
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“Increasing our knowledge of how information is received and shared in a local information

ecosystem would be good for our communities and information providers, such as news

organizations and community organizations,” DeVigal said.

He said he is teaching a class on how “journalism can authentically start with community first in its

coverage of the community.” Referred to as “participatory journalism” or “social journalism,”

DeVigal’s work centers on communities.

He described a movement in journalism that has been influential to the work behind the survey.

People within journalism, he said, are looking to better understand informational flow. Initiatives,

such as the Listening Post Collective and this survey seek to learn how information passes from one

person or organization to another.

The survey asks for demographic information, name and contact information, if a person should

want to answer. Ethnicity, home location and how long someone has lived in town also are

questions on the survey.

Then, the survey gets into questions about media consumption — websites, social media use, etc.

Also, it asks for physical locations, such as a farmers market or a church, where people obtain

information.

In learning about how people receive their news, DeVigal said, researchers can discover the best

ways to communicate to people. The survey also attempts to discover the information people want

to know, which can be helpful to local politicians, too.

DeVigal said the survey will end by the second or third week of February, and he should have

results by the end of March.
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The program has organized UO classes, such as DeVigal’s, to get a deep dive into understanding a

particular city. The initiative now is focusing on Hermiston, collaborating with its city government.

Information suggesting recommendations will be shared with the city.

The program has focused on other Oregon cities in the past, but this is the first time it has worked

with an Eastern Oregon city, according to Megan Banks, the Sustainable City director.

“We want to span the entire state,” Banks said.

Because Hermiston is the city with the largest population in Eastern Oregon, it made sense to

select it for study, she said.

Banks complimented the town as forward-thinking and added her program has worked on other

Hermiston projects recently. She said those collaborations have been productive.

“We’re lucky to be working with Hermiston,” she said. “A lot of this comes down to how the city

approaches the partnership, and (Hermiston) has been very welcoming and extremely

knowledgeable. I have nothing but good things to say about the city staff and community.”

Byron Smith, Hermiston city manager, said he is very happy with Sustainable City. Also, he said he

is looking forward to the results of the survey.
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“We are looking for ways that people get information so we can be a better source of information,”

he said.

Banks said UO will be doing more studies in Hermiston in the coming months.
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UO's Sustainable City Year program heads east to
Hermiston
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Fall News from the Sustainable Cities Institute

In this issue:
SCYP Updates: New Partner and New RFP
Urbanism Next: Knight AV Project Update
Transportation-related news
Highlight: Professor Anne Brown at TRB
Highlight: Natural disaster reflections by Sian Meng

Letter from our Co-Directors

Note from the Directors
This is a brief note to state the obvious: we have big environmental, social, and
economic challenges to deal with and they aren't getting any easier. We still
firmly believe that higher education has a key, catalytic role in addressing
these challenges and that through integrated and applied education and
research, we can help accelerate change and do so more boldly than
otherwise possible. Read on for some of what we've been up to along these
lines.
- Marc Schlossberg & Nico Larco

Welcome to the City of Hermiston:
Our SCYP 2021-22 Partner!

For the first time in its history, the Sustainable City
Year Program will be working in eastern Oregon as
it partners with the City of Hermiston (pop. ~19,000).
Sitting at the heart of the Pacific Northwest,
Hermiston is the region’s trade center and is
experiencing significant growth. Now in its 13th year
of partnerships with Oregon communities,
Hermiston projects will engage with courses in:
Public Budgeting, Planning Principles and Practices,
Planning Analysis, Human Settlements, Green
Cities, Journalism, and Civil and Environmental Engineering (Portland State
University course). More courses may be added throughout the year as project
and course matches are made.

Throughout the year, students will work on a variety of projects, from North
Hermiston land use and design to a fiscal analysis and case studies focused
on a potential community center, as well as a transportation engineering
project. Students will also analyze the value of "brick and mortar" libraries in an
online era and facilitate community discussions in small groups. Students will
conduct their work in-person and online, presenting solutions to city staff and
community stakeholders both virtually and in-person.

Participating academic disciplines include planning, public administration,
engineering (Portland State University) and others. Through classroom work,
applied learning assignments, and collaboration with the city, SCYP students
will endeavor to help Hermiston work towards its optimal future.

Here is an engaging, visual overview of the range of projects SCYP-Hermiston
is working on together this year!

TriMet, Too!!!

In addition to working with Hermiston, SCYP is also working with 2017-18
partner, TriMet. As often happens with former partners, current projects are
matched because relationships exist and the SCYP partner understands how
to tap university expertise to work on projects not necessarily suited to take on
internally nor ready to be taken on by a consultant. SCYP fills a niche and is
looking forward to seeing the results of the Portland State University
architecture and UO landscape architecture design studios as they design light
rail stations for TriMet's "Better Red" extension. In January 2022, SCYP also
hopes to kickoff a small partnership with the city of Veneta, located in western
Lane County and in the UO’s “backyard.” Veneta projects will focus on the
Highway 126 corridor that bisects the City and a trails master plan.

We are looking forward to a great year with these fantastic partners! 

SCYP Applications for 2022-23 Partners Now Open

We are now soliciting interest from Oregon cities or public agencies to partner
with SCYP during the 2022-23 academic year. Please see the application
information on the website (https://sci.uoregon.edu/scyp) or contact SCYP
Program Director, Megan Banks, directly with your interest, ideas, and
questions.

Urbanism Next

Communities that plan for autonomous vehicles
(AVs) and new emerging technologies are much
more likely to be prepared to take advantage of the
benefits of these technologies, while minimizing the
costs. With support from the Knight Foundation, the
cities of Detroit, Pittsburgh, San Jose, and Miami-
Dade County (the cohort) are actively working to
understand how AVs can be deployed in ways that
incorporate community input and address
community needs and concerns. Urbanism Next is
working with these communities, and the consulting

firm Cityfi, to assess pilot projects and report on lessons learned from the
pilots. A primary goal of the project is to understand how community
engagement efforts can shape AV pilots to advance equitable outcomes. To
organize our thinking, Urbanism Next drafted the AV Initiative Framework,
where we describe how the public sector should focus on both identifying
community needs and shaping deployment. 

Now, the communities are working on pilot projects with Kiwibot, a personal
delivery device service (think of a cooler on wheels). Pilot use cases include
restaurant food delivery in every community. In addition, select cities are
experimenting with delivery from urban farms, libraries, and pharmacies. In
San Jose, residents within a certain geographic area can make donations of
non-perishable food, clothing, and small household items and a Kiwibot robot
can pick up the donation and deliver it to a distribution center. 

In all four cities, Kiwibot is also mapping and collecting sidewalk and
infrastructure data through an automated data collection system and
the Mobility Data Specifications (MDS). 

Ultimately, the purpose of the pilot is not to solve transportation inequities
through new technology. Instead, local governments have a responsibility to
understand the potential opportunities and challenges so that they can
maximize the public good and minimize the negative externalities. 

Urbanism Next will continue to work with these communities to create a pilot
project assessment. Get updates at the project Medium website here and look
for the assessment report in 2022. 

Some Exciting Transportation-Related News

We are also excited to share the following great news:

SCI-affiliated faculty are creating multiple transportation research
roadmaps, due to be completed in February. With funding and support for
these multi-campus, multi-disciplinary teams from the National Institute for
Transportation and Communities (NITC), we are happy to be involved in the
following ways:

· Advancing Equitable Mobility - Anne Brown & Nico Larco  
· Transportation, Land Use, & Housing - Rebecca Lewis 
· Transportation Resiliency - Nicole Ngo  
· Multimodal Data & Modeling - Thomas Gottschi  
· Bicycle Transportation - Marc Schlossberg  
· Technology and New Mobility - Becky Steckler & Stephen Fickas 

Know a college student
who might want to learn
how to redesign cities
for people on bike from
some of the best cities
in the world doing just
that?
If so, send them our
way! SCI’s Summer 2022
study abroad program on “Sustainable Bicycle Transportation” is now
accepting applications. Any U.S.-based undergraduate or graduate student
can be part of this monthlong, experiential course that bases itself in multiple
cities in Denmark and the Netherlands. Local contexts and local experts,
combined with immersive activities and instructor-based material, make this
class highly place-based such that we don’t need to use formal
classrooms. More information is here. Space is limited so earlier applications
receive priority. Questions or expressions of interest can be sent directly to
Professor Lewis. 

Sometimes it takes a group of non-professionals to make change
happen and that is what happened in Eugene when a group of students
thought that the one mile stretch between the University of Oregon and
downtown Eugene ought to be connected by a high quality, two-way protected
bikeway. The David Minor Bikeway along 13th Avenue in Eugene just
celebrated its 1 year anniversary and really, because of COVID, is just now
getting its full use as the 40,000 students, faculty, and staff returned to in-
person university life. SCI is proud to sponsor the student group that helped
Eugene move faster and better than otherwise would have happened. Check
out this related article that covers comments from Congressman Peter
DeFazio, SCI’s Marc Schlossberg and more. Following the event, the
participants rode down the David Minor Bikeway and then gathered around
food and beverages to talk infrastructure, cycling, and what governments at all
levels need to do around these issues.

Rethinking Streets During COVID-
19, the third volume in the
‘Rethinking Streets’ case study
book series, will be formally
shared at the Transportation
Research Board 2022 Annual
Meeting. The book has had close to
2,000 downloads since being
released earlier this year, with
interest coming from across the

globe. You can download this newest volume, as well as the previous two, for
free at https://rethinkingstreets.com/. Thank you to the National Institute for
Transportation and Communities (NITC) for supporting this applied work.

The TRB Spotlight on Professor Anne Brown

Professor Anne Brown will be semi-taking over the TRB annual conference in
January given she will be presenting 10 papers and projects, spanning the
issues that SCI research focuses on. With apologies to all the collaborators,
both inside and outside of SCI, that are engaged in these projects as well, here
is what Professor Brown will be speaking about:

1. Extending Access: Examining the Prevalence and Types of Equity
Requirements in U.S. Bikeshare and E-scooter Programs

2. Exploring the costs of addressing equity in the transition to cashless fare
collection

3. Can information increase support for transportation reform? Results from
an experiment

4. What Makes People Split From Ridesplitting? Rider Attitudes Towards
the Shared TNC Services Uberpool and Lyft Shared

5. Buying Access One Trip at a Time: Lower-Income Households and Ride-
Hail

6. Invisible Rides: How Car-less Americans Access Cars
7. Political Partisanship and Transportation Reform
8. Are Transportation Planning Students' Views Shared by Engineers and

the Public?
9. Commute by Microtransit: Evaluating Google's Microtransit Pilot Program

10. Can Information Increase Support for Transportation Reform? Results
from an Experiment

Class Project Comes to Life: Natural Disaster Reflections
by Sian Meng

How often do a school
project and a real life disaster
intersect? This past July, Sian Meng,
UO Planning and Public Affairs PhD
student and SCYP report writer,
experienced a 1000-year flood event
in Xinxiang, Henan, China as he was
working on his spring term Advanced

GIS report, “Assessing Hazard Vulnerability in Troutdale.” Taught by Prof.
Yizhao Yang, the class conducted research, collected data, and analyzed the
potential for hazard susceptibility in the city of Troutdale. As the effects of
climate change intensify, it is increasingly important for cities to establish
natural disaster protocols and infrastructure, and SCYP courses can help
cities move forward in planning for these disasters. Amidst clean-up efforts in
his community and newly restored power, hazard planning was already
on Sian’s mind. Below are some of Sian’s reflections: 

Planning
Due to climate change and more extreme climate events, hazards planning
should not only be based on historical data. Planning should highlight key
areas threatening public security, such as subway stations, underground
tunnels, and other underground spaces during floods. Cities could also analyze
and identify the location, scale, and accessibility of emergency shelters.

Preparation
Cities could establish an early-warning system, combining urban planning,
meteorology, catastrophology, and information science to forecast
meteorological change and release early-warning messages. In addition, cities
should make multi-level preparations. At the regional level, cities should
coordinate with each other to prepare emergency supplies. The local
governments and community organizations could host workshops to educate
residents on coping with environmental hazards.

Response and Recovery
Cities could establish an emergency response mechanism for extreme climate
events, which should involve multi-sector cooperation. For example, the city’s
Transportation Department could work with Meteorological Department and
Water Resource Bureau to decide when to shut down the subway system and
subterranean tunnel. Regional collaboration is an important component in the
response and recovery phases.

Other
More attention should be paid to rural communities with under-developed
public infrastructure. Cities should also consider preventing secondary
disasters caused by floods, such as liquefaction, landslide, and infectious
diseases.
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Letter from our Co-Directors

Note from the Directors
This is a brief note to state the obvious: we have big environmental, social, and
economic challenges to deal with and they aren't getting any easier. We still
firmly believe that higher education has a key, catalytic role in addressing
these challenges and that through integrated and applied education and
research, we can help accelerate change and do so more boldly than
otherwise possible. Read on for some of what we've been up to along these
lines.
- Marc Schlossberg & Nico Larco

Welcome to the City of Hermiston:
Our SCYP 2021-22 Partner!

For the first time in its history, the Sustainable City
Year Program will be working in eastern Oregon as
it partners with the City of Hermiston (pop. ~19,000).
Sitting at the heart of the Pacific Northwest,
Hermiston is the region’s trade center and is
experiencing significant growth. Now in its 13th year
of partnerships with Oregon communities,
Hermiston projects will engage with courses in:
Public Budgeting, Planning Principles and Practices,
Planning Analysis, Human Settlements, Green
Cities, Journalism, and Civil and Environmental Engineering (Portland State
University course). More courses may be added throughout the year as project
and course matches are made.

Throughout the year, students will work on a variety of projects, from North
Hermiston land use and design to a fiscal analysis and case studies focused
on a potential community center, as well as a transportation engineering
project. Students will also analyze the value of "brick and mortar" libraries in an
online era and facilitate community discussions in small groups. Students will
conduct their work in-person and online, presenting solutions to city staff and
community stakeholders both virtually and in-person.

Participating academic disciplines include planning, public administration,
engineering (Portland State University) and others. Through classroom work,
applied learning assignments, and collaboration with the city, SCYP students
will endeavor to help Hermiston work towards its optimal future.

Here is an engaging, visual overview of the range of projects SCYP-Hermiston
is working on together this year!

TriMet, Too!!!

In addition to working with Hermiston, SCYP is also working with 2017-18
partner, TriMet. As often happens with former partners, current projects are
matched because relationships exist and the SCYP partner understands how
to tap university expertise to work on projects not necessarily suited to take on
internally nor ready to be taken on by a consultant. SCYP fills a niche and is
looking forward to seeing the results of the Portland State University
architecture and UO landscape architecture design studios as they design light
rail stations for TriMet's "Better Red" extension. In January 2022, SCYP also
hopes to kickoff a small partnership with the city of Veneta, located in western
Lane County and in the UO’s “backyard.” Veneta projects will focus on the
Highway 126 corridor that bisects the City and a trails master plan.

We are looking forward to a great year with these fantastic partners! 

SCYP Applications for 2022-23 Partners Now Open

We are now soliciting interest from Oregon cities or public agencies to partner
with SCYP during the 2022-23 academic year. Please see the application
information on the website (https://sci.uoregon.edu/scyp) or contact SCYP
Program Director, Megan Banks, directly with your interest, ideas, and
questions.

Urbanism Next

Communities that plan for autonomous vehicles
(AVs) and new emerging technologies are much
more likely to be prepared to take advantage of the
benefits of these technologies, while minimizing the
costs. With support from the Knight Foundation, the
cities of Detroit, Pittsburgh, San Jose, and Miami-
Dade County (the cohort) are actively working to
understand how AVs can be deployed in ways that
incorporate community input and address
community needs and concerns. Urbanism Next is
working with these communities, and the consulting

firm Cityfi, to assess pilot projects and report on lessons learned from the
pilots. A primary goal of the project is to understand how community
engagement efforts can shape AV pilots to advance equitable outcomes. To
organize our thinking, Urbanism Next drafted the AV Initiative Framework,
where we describe how the public sector should focus on both identifying
community needs and shaping deployment. 

Now, the communities are working on pilot projects with Kiwibot, a personal
delivery device service (think of a cooler on wheels). Pilot use cases include
restaurant food delivery in every community. In addition, select cities are
experimenting with delivery from urban farms, libraries, and pharmacies. In
San Jose, residents within a certain geographic area can make donations of
non-perishable food, clothing, and small household items and a Kiwibot robot
can pick up the donation and deliver it to a distribution center. 

In all four cities, Kiwibot is also mapping and collecting sidewalk and
infrastructure data through an automated data collection system and
the Mobility Data Specifications (MDS). 

Ultimately, the purpose of the pilot is not to solve transportation inequities
through new technology. Instead, local governments have a responsibility to
understand the potential opportunities and challenges so that they can
maximize the public good and minimize the negative externalities. 

Urbanism Next will continue to work with these communities to create a pilot
project assessment. Get updates at the project Medium website here and look
for the assessment report in 2022. 

Some Exciting Transportation-Related News

We are also excited to share the following great news:

SCI-affiliated faculty are creating multiple transportation research
roadmaps, due to be completed in February. With funding and support for
these multi-campus, multi-disciplinary teams from the National Institute for
Transportation and Communities (NITC), we are happy to be involved in the
following ways:

· Advancing Equitable Mobility - Anne Brown & Nico Larco  
· Transportation, Land Use, & Housing - Rebecca Lewis 
· Transportation Resiliency - Nicole Ngo  
· Multimodal Data & Modeling - Thomas Gottschi  
· Bicycle Transportation - Marc Schlossberg  
· Technology and New Mobility - Becky Steckler & Stephen Fickas 

Know a college student
who might want to learn
how to redesign cities
for people on bike from
some of the best cities
in the world doing just
that?
If so, send them our
way! SCI’s Summer 2022
study abroad program on “Sustainable Bicycle Transportation” is now
accepting applications. Any U.S.-based undergraduate or graduate student
can be part of this monthlong, experiential course that bases itself in multiple
cities in Denmark and the Netherlands. Local contexts and local experts,
combined with immersive activities and instructor-based material, make this
class highly place-based such that we don’t need to use formal
classrooms. More information is here. Space is limited so earlier applications
receive priority. Questions or expressions of interest can be sent directly to
Professor Lewis. 

Sometimes it takes a group of non-professionals to make change
happen and that is what happened in Eugene when a group of students
thought that the one mile stretch between the University of Oregon and
downtown Eugene ought to be connected by a high quality, two-way protected
bikeway. The David Minor Bikeway along 13th Avenue in Eugene just
celebrated its 1 year anniversary and really, because of COVID, is just now
getting its full use as the 40,000 students, faculty, and staff returned to in-
person university life. SCI is proud to sponsor the student group that helped
Eugene move faster and better than otherwise would have happened. Check
out this related article that covers comments from Congressman Peter
DeFazio, SCI’s Marc Schlossberg and more. Following the event, the
participants rode down the David Minor Bikeway and then gathered around
food and beverages to talk infrastructure, cycling, and what governments at all
levels need to do around these issues.

Rethinking Streets During COVID-
19, the third volume in the
‘Rethinking Streets’ case study
book series, will be formally
shared at the Transportation
Research Board 2022 Annual
Meeting. The book has had close to
2,000 downloads since being
released earlier this year, with
interest coming from across the

globe. You can download this newest volume, as well as the previous two, for
free at https://rethinkingstreets.com/. Thank you to the National Institute for
Transportation and Communities (NITC) for supporting this applied work.

The TRB Spotlight on Professor Anne Brown

Professor Anne Brown will be semi-taking over the TRB annual conference in
January given she will be presenting 10 papers and projects, spanning the
issues that SCI research focuses on. With apologies to all the collaborators,
both inside and outside of SCI, that are engaged in these projects as well, here
is what Professor Brown will be speaking about:

1. Extending Access: Examining the Prevalence and Types of Equity
Requirements in U.S. Bikeshare and E-scooter Programs

2. Exploring the costs of addressing equity in the transition to cashless fare
collection

3. Can information increase support for transportation reform? Results from
an experiment

4. What Makes People Split From Ridesplitting? Rider Attitudes Towards
the Shared TNC Services Uberpool and Lyft Shared

5. Buying Access One Trip at a Time: Lower-Income Households and Ride-
Hail

6. Invisible Rides: How Car-less Americans Access Cars
7. Political Partisanship and Transportation Reform
8. Are Transportation Planning Students' Views Shared by Engineers and

the Public?
9. Commute by Microtransit: Evaluating Google's Microtransit Pilot Program

10. Can Information Increase Support for Transportation Reform? Results
from an Experiment

Class Project Comes to Life: Natural Disaster Reflections
by Sian Meng

How often do a school
project and a real life disaster
intersect? This past July, Sian Meng,
UO Planning and Public Affairs PhD
student and SCYP report writer,
experienced a 1000-year flood event
in Xinxiang, Henan, China as he was
working on his spring term Advanced

GIS report, “Assessing Hazard Vulnerability in Troutdale.” Taught by Prof.
Yizhao Yang, the class conducted research, collected data, and analyzed the
potential for hazard susceptibility in the city of Troutdale. As the effects of
climate change intensify, it is increasingly important for cities to establish
natural disaster protocols and infrastructure, and SCYP courses can help
cities move forward in planning for these disasters. Amidst clean-up efforts in
his community and newly restored power, hazard planning was already
on Sian’s mind. Below are some of Sian’s reflections: 

Planning
Due to climate change and more extreme climate events, hazards planning
should not only be based on historical data. Planning should highlight key
areas threatening public security, such as subway stations, underground
tunnels, and other underground spaces during floods. Cities could also analyze
and identify the location, scale, and accessibility of emergency shelters.

Preparation
Cities could establish an early-warning system, combining urban planning,
meteorology, catastrophology, and information science to forecast
meteorological change and release early-warning messages. In addition, cities
should make multi-level preparations. At the regional level, cities should
coordinate with each other to prepare emergency supplies. The local
governments and community organizations could host workshops to educate
residents on coping with environmental hazards.

Response and Recovery
Cities could establish an emergency response mechanism for extreme climate
events, which should involve multi-sector cooperation. For example, the city’s
Transportation Department could work with Meteorological Department and
Water Resource Bureau to decide when to shut down the subway system and
subterranean tunnel. Regional collaboration is an important component in the
response and recovery phases.

Other
More attention should be paid to rural communities with under-developed
public infrastructure. Cities should also consider preventing secondary
disasters caused by floods, such as liquefaction, landslide, and infectious
diseases.
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Letter from our Co-Directors

Note from the Directors
This is a brief note to state the obvious: we have big environmental, social, and
economic challenges to deal with and they aren't getting any easier. We still
firmly believe that higher education has a key, catalytic role in addressing
these challenges and that through integrated and applied education and
research, we can help accelerate change and do so more boldly than
otherwise possible. Read on for some of what we've been up to along these
lines.
- Marc Schlossberg & Nico Larco

Welcome to the City of Hermiston:
Our SCYP 2021-22 Partner!

For the first time in its history, the Sustainable City
Year Program will be working in eastern Oregon as
it partners with the City of Hermiston (pop. ~19,000).
Sitting at the heart of the Pacific Northwest,
Hermiston is the region’s trade center and is
experiencing significant growth. Now in its 13th year
of partnerships with Oregon communities,
Hermiston projects will engage with courses in:
Public Budgeting, Planning Principles and Practices,
Planning Analysis, Human Settlements, Green
Cities, Journalism, and Civil and Environmental Engineering (Portland State
University course). More courses may be added throughout the year as project
and course matches are made.

Throughout the year, students will work on a variety of projects, from North
Hermiston land use and design to a fiscal analysis and case studies focused
on a potential community center, as well as a transportation engineering
project. Students will also analyze the value of "brick and mortar" libraries in an
online era and facilitate community discussions in small groups. Students will
conduct their work in-person and online, presenting solutions to city staff and
community stakeholders both virtually and in-person.

Participating academic disciplines include planning, public administration,
engineering (Portland State University) and others. Through classroom work,
applied learning assignments, and collaboration with the city, SCYP students
will endeavor to help Hermiston work towards its optimal future.

Here is an engaging, visual overview of the range of projects SCYP-Hermiston
is working on together this year!

TriMet, Too!!!

In addition to working with Hermiston, SCYP is also working with 2017-18
partner, TriMet. As often happens with former partners, current projects are
matched because relationships exist and the SCYP partner understands how
to tap university expertise to work on projects not necessarily suited to take on
internally nor ready to be taken on by a consultant. SCYP fills a niche and is
looking forward to seeing the results of the Portland State University
architecture and UO landscape architecture design studios as they design light
rail stations for TriMet's "Better Red" extension. In January 2022, SCYP also
hopes to kickoff a small partnership with the city of Veneta, located in western
Lane County and in the UO’s “backyard.” Veneta projects will focus on the
Highway 126 corridor that bisects the City and a trails master plan.

We are looking forward to a great year with these fantastic partners! 

SCYP Applications for 2022-23 Partners Now Open

We are now soliciting interest from Oregon cities or public agencies to partner
with SCYP during the 2022-23 academic year. Please see the application
information on the website (https://sci.uoregon.edu/scyp) or contact SCYP
Program Director, Megan Banks, directly with your interest, ideas, and
questions.

Urbanism Next

Communities that plan for autonomous vehicles
(AVs) and new emerging technologies are much
more likely to be prepared to take advantage of the
benefits of these technologies, while minimizing the
costs. With support from the Knight Foundation, the
cities of Detroit, Pittsburgh, San Jose, and Miami-
Dade County (the cohort) are actively working to
understand how AVs can be deployed in ways that
incorporate community input and address
community needs and concerns. Urbanism Next is
working with these communities, and the consulting

firm Cityfi, to assess pilot projects and report on lessons learned from the
pilots. A primary goal of the project is to understand how community
engagement efforts can shape AV pilots to advance equitable outcomes. To
organize our thinking, Urbanism Next drafted the AV Initiative Framework,
where we describe how the public sector should focus on both identifying
community needs and shaping deployment. 

Now, the communities are working on pilot projects with Kiwibot, a personal
delivery device service (think of a cooler on wheels). Pilot use cases include
restaurant food delivery in every community. In addition, select cities are
experimenting with delivery from urban farms, libraries, and pharmacies. In
San Jose, residents within a certain geographic area can make donations of
non-perishable food, clothing, and small household items and a Kiwibot robot
can pick up the donation and deliver it to a distribution center. 

In all four cities, Kiwibot is also mapping and collecting sidewalk and
infrastructure data through an automated data collection system and
the Mobility Data Specifications (MDS). 

Ultimately, the purpose of the pilot is not to solve transportation inequities
through new technology. Instead, local governments have a responsibility to
understand the potential opportunities and challenges so that they can
maximize the public good and minimize the negative externalities. 

Urbanism Next will continue to work with these communities to create a pilot
project assessment. Get updates at the project Medium website here and look
for the assessment report in 2022. 

Some Exciting Transportation-Related News

We are also excited to share the following great news:

SCI-affiliated faculty are creating multiple transportation research
roadmaps, due to be completed in February. With funding and support for
these multi-campus, multi-disciplinary teams from the National Institute for
Transportation and Communities (NITC), we are happy to be involved in the
following ways:

· Advancing Equitable Mobility - Anne Brown & Nico Larco  
· Transportation, Land Use, & Housing - Rebecca Lewis 
· Transportation Resiliency - Nicole Ngo  
· Multimodal Data & Modeling - Thomas Gottschi  
· Bicycle Transportation - Marc Schlossberg  
· Technology and New Mobility - Becky Steckler & Stephen Fickas 

Know a college student
who might want to learn
how to redesign cities
for people on bike from
some of the best cities
in the world doing just
that?
If so, send them our
way! SCI’s Summer 2022
study abroad program on “Sustainable Bicycle Transportation” is now
accepting applications. Any U.S.-based undergraduate or graduate student
can be part of this monthlong, experiential course that bases itself in multiple
cities in Denmark and the Netherlands. Local contexts and local experts,
combined with immersive activities and instructor-based material, make this
class highly place-based such that we don’t need to use formal
classrooms. More information is here. Space is limited so earlier applications
receive priority. Questions or expressions of interest can be sent directly to
Professor Lewis. 

Sometimes it takes a group of non-professionals to make change
happen and that is what happened in Eugene when a group of students
thought that the one mile stretch between the University of Oregon and
downtown Eugene ought to be connected by a high quality, two-way protected
bikeway. The David Minor Bikeway along 13th Avenue in Eugene just
celebrated its 1 year anniversary and really, because of COVID, is just now
getting its full use as the 40,000 students, faculty, and staff returned to in-
person university life. SCI is proud to sponsor the student group that helped
Eugene move faster and better than otherwise would have happened. Check
out this related article that covers comments from Congressman Peter
DeFazio, SCI’s Marc Schlossberg and more. Following the event, the
participants rode down the David Minor Bikeway and then gathered around
food and beverages to talk infrastructure, cycling, and what governments at all
levels need to do around these issues.

Rethinking Streets During COVID-
19, the third volume in the
‘Rethinking Streets’ case study
book series, will be formally
shared at the Transportation
Research Board 2022 Annual
Meeting. The book has had close to
2,000 downloads since being
released earlier this year, with
interest coming from across the

globe. You can download this newest volume, as well as the previous two, for
free at https://rethinkingstreets.com/. Thank you to the National Institute for
Transportation and Communities (NITC) for supporting this applied work.

The TRB Spotlight on Professor Anne Brown

Professor Anne Brown will be semi-taking over the TRB annual conference in
January given she will be presenting 10 papers and projects, spanning the
issues that SCI research focuses on. With apologies to all the collaborators,
both inside and outside of SCI, that are engaged in these projects as well, here
is what Professor Brown will be speaking about:

1. Extending Access: Examining the Prevalence and Types of Equity
Requirements in U.S. Bikeshare and E-scooter Programs

2. Exploring the costs of addressing equity in the transition to cashless fare
collection

3. Can information increase support for transportation reform? Results from
an experiment

4. What Makes People Split From Ridesplitting? Rider Attitudes Towards
the Shared TNC Services Uberpool and Lyft Shared

5. Buying Access One Trip at a Time: Lower-Income Households and Ride-
Hail

6. Invisible Rides: How Car-less Americans Access Cars
7. Political Partisanship and Transportation Reform
8. Are Transportation Planning Students' Views Shared by Engineers and

the Public?
9. Commute by Microtransit: Evaluating Google's Microtransit Pilot Program

10. Can Information Increase Support for Transportation Reform? Results
from an Experiment

Class Project Comes to Life: Natural Disaster Reflections
by Sian Meng

How often do a school
project and a real life disaster
intersect? This past July, Sian Meng,
UO Planning and Public Affairs PhD
student and SCYP report writer,
experienced a 1000-year flood event
in Xinxiang, Henan, China as he was
working on his spring term Advanced

GIS report, “Assessing Hazard Vulnerability in Troutdale.” Taught by Prof.
Yizhao Yang, the class conducted research, collected data, and analyzed the
potential for hazard susceptibility in the city of Troutdale. As the effects of
climate change intensify, it is increasingly important for cities to establish
natural disaster protocols and infrastructure, and SCYP courses can help
cities move forward in planning for these disasters. Amidst clean-up efforts in
his community and newly restored power, hazard planning was already
on Sian’s mind. Below are some of Sian’s reflections: 

Planning
Due to climate change and more extreme climate events, hazards planning
should not only be based on historical data. Planning should highlight key
areas threatening public security, such as subway stations, underground
tunnels, and other underground spaces during floods. Cities could also analyze
and identify the location, scale, and accessibility of emergency shelters.

Preparation
Cities could establish an early-warning system, combining urban planning,
meteorology, catastrophology, and information science to forecast
meteorological change and release early-warning messages. In addition, cities
should make multi-level preparations. At the regional level, cities should
coordinate with each other to prepare emergency supplies. The local
governments and community organizations could host workshops to educate
residents on coping with environmental hazards.

Response and Recovery
Cities could establish an emergency response mechanism for extreme climate
events, which should involve multi-sector cooperation. For example, the city’s
Transportation Department could work with Meteorological Department and
Water Resource Bureau to decide when to shut down the subway system and
subterranean tunnel. Regional collaboration is an important component in the
response and recovery phases.

Other
More attention should be paid to rural communities with under-developed
public infrastructure. Cities should also consider preventing secondary
disasters caused by floods, such as liquefaction, landslide, and infectious
diseases.
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Sign up to receive SCYP updates from the University of Oregon.
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