
HB 3984 - APage 1 of 1

Dexter A. Johnson
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

900 COURT ST NE S101
SALEM, OREGON 97301-4065

(503) 986-1243
FAX: (503) 373-1043

www.oregonlegislature.gov/lc

Open Government Impact Statement
83rd Oregon Legislative Assembly
2025 Regular Session

Measure: HB 3984 - A
Only impacts on Original or Engrossed
Versions are Considered Official

Prepared by: Dexter A. Johnson
Date: 6/30/2025

SUMMARY

Digest: Makes a power company liable for any federal income taxes that a party owes or pays on
amounts that the party gets in the civil action. Tells the PUC to study issues related to big wildfires.
States findings and intent. (Flesch Readability Score: 60.0).

Provides that an electric company that is found to be liable for damages in a civil action arising out
of allegations that the conduct of the electric company caused or substantially contributed to a
wildfire shall also be liable for any federal income tax liability that a plaintiff or class member owes or
pays on amounts the plaintiff or class member receives in relation to the civil action. Allows a plaintiff
or class member to seek a supplemental judgment to recover from the electric company for the
federal income tax liability.

Requires an electric company to apply for a wildfire safety certification. Directs the Public Utility
Commission to issue a certification if the applicant is implementing a wildfire protection plan and
meets certain requirements. Provides that a certification establishes that the applicant has
implemented wildfire policies and practices consistent with wildfire safety standards. Provides that a
certification does not establish immunity against claims for damages resulting from a wildfire.

Directs the commission to commission a study to examine issues related to catastrophic wildfire risk
and recovery and develop scenarios for a balanced solution. Directs the commission to provide an
interim report on the study's findings and recommendations to the committees of the Legislative
Assembly related to energy and environment during the 2026 regular session and provide
recommendations for a stakeholder process to follow the final study report.

Declares an emergency, effective on passage.
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