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WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:

The measure requires the State Board of Education to ensure that academic content standards for science, health,
history, geography, economics, and civics include sufficient instruction on the causes and effects of climate
change and strategies for responding. It applies the new requirement to reviews and revisions of content
standards that take place after the measure's effective date.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

e Need for interdisciplinary approach
Youth perspectives on climate change
Current content standards

Youth mental health

Process for updating content standards

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:

The amendment removes the requirement for including climate change education in core subjects and replaces it
with a requirement that the State Board ensure the inclusion of climate education in science, health, history,
geography, economics, and civics.

BACKGROUND:

In 2022, at least 11 states introduced bills on climate change instruction, including California, Connecticut (House
Bill 5285 (2022)), Hawaii, lowa, Maine (House Paper 1409 (2022)), Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, Rhode
Island (House Bill 7275 (2022)), Virginia, and Wisconsin (Senate Bill 761 (2021)). Connecticut law currently
requires the Connecticut State Board of Education to make curriculum materials available on a variety of subject
matters, including climate change curricula consistent with Next Generation Science Standards.

In 2023, the Oregon Senate considered Senate Bill 854, which would have required school districts to develop and
implement a climate change instructional program by the 2026-2027 school year and would have required the
Oregon Department of Education to develop a model plan, content standards, and resources for implementing
those programs. The bill would have withheld Student Investment Account distributions from school districts that
failed to develop and implement such a program.
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http://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TOB/H/PDF/2022HB-05285-R00-HB.PDF
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TOB/H/PDF/2022HB-05285-R00-HB.PDF
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&amp;bill_num=HB05285&amp;which_year=2022
http://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=91005
https://legiscan.com/RI/text/H7275/2022
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/sb761
http://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Analysis/SB854

