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WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:

The measure requires the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) to review and make recommendations for
recording of student absences by school districts as well as school districts' responses to student absences that
exceed 10 days. It also requires ODE to develop a common coding system for school districts to record and report
student absences. It requires ODE to submit a report to the Legislative Assembly and the State Board of Education
summarizing the review, the recommendations, and best practices of recording attendance, summarizing the
common coding system developed, and recommending any additional changes in administrative rules and
additional legislation by May 31, 2026.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
e Current data collection regarding the administrative rule requiring school districts to disenroll students with
10 consecutive days of absences

e Timeframe of the report and data collection
e Impacts of chronic absenteeism on students
e Collection of data

e Related measures

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:

No amendment.

BACKGROUND:

In the 2023-2024 school year, the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) reported that 66 percent of students
were regular attenders, or students who attended at least 90 percent of school days. Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, for 2018-2019 school year, ODE reported that 79.6 percent of all students were regular attenders.
According to the National Center for Education Statistics, poor attendance can lead to poorer performance in
subsequent years, and high school dropouts missed more days of school in first grade than their peers who
graduated high school.

Under OAR 581-023-0006, if a student is absent for 10 or more consecutive days, the student must be unenrolled
from active enrollment. Students may be re-enrolled after returning to school, resetting the 10 consecutive days.
According to the Oregon Department of Education, the policy is meant to comply with state funding guidelines.
The administrative rule was repealed during the COVID-19 pandemic, but later reinstated.

This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the committee. lof1l


https://www.oregon.gov/ode/reports-and-data/students/Pages/Attendance-and-Absenteeism.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/reports-and-data/students/pages/student-enrollment-reports.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/attendance/Documents/10daydrop_EN.pdf

