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Have you ever worked on a group
project and then had someone else take
full credit for your contributions? It’s
fundamentally unfair, isn’t it?

And for Oregon news organizations, the
pain is felt in the pocketbook.

Newspapers are businesses, and
everyone knows our revenue model has
changed radically as readers migrated to
Big Tech platforms online. But Google

The Oregonian

and Facebook have used our work to
fuel their growth, without compensating
us.

In an era where information is abundant
but trust is scarce, local journalism
remains one of the last bastions of
accountability, transparency, and civic
connection. Yet, across Oregon,
newsrooms are shrinking, reporters are
vanishing, and communities are losing
access to the reliable information they
need to make informed decisions.

Senate Bill 686 offers a bold and
necessary first step towards a solution.

This legislation would require dominant
tech platforms—like Google and
Meta—to compensate Oregon news
organizations for using the content they
scrape from our websites to drive traffic
and profits. These platforms have used
local reporting to generate significant
profits for years, yet they return little to
nothing to the journalists and publishers
who produce it. SB686 would help
correct that imbalance.

This is not a tax. It’s not a subsidy. It’s
compensation for value taken in the
form of direct payment to news
organizations using formal arbitration
or a research-backed fund to set
benchmarks.
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Platforms scrape and summarize
journalism, keeping users on their sites
and siphoning away the revenue that
once supported local reporting, and this
problem has only gotten worse with the
advent of artificial intelligence. The
result? Fewer reporters, fewer
investigations, and fewer watchdogs in
our communities.

SB686 is modeled after other successful
efforts. It ensures that 90% of the funds
collected go directly to publishers, with
the remaining 10% supporting
innovation and equity in Oregon’s media
ecosystem. It’s a plan that supports both
large and small outlets, urban and rural,
print and digital. And it creates a
platform for additional investment in
reporting across the entire state.

Critics claim this bill threatens free
speech or innovation. But legal experts -
including a former Oregon Supreme
Court justice - have affirmed its
constitutionality. And innovation
doesn’t mean exploitation. It’s time for
Big Tech to innovate responsibly and
pay fairly.

Now, Big Tech is launching a fear
campaign, threatening to throttle
information in retaliation. This bill has
broad support from journalists,
publishers, labor unions, broadcasters,
academics, and civic leaders - including
Governor Tina Kotek.

At the end of the day, this isn’t just
about journalism. It’s about democracy.

When local news disappears, civic
engagement declines, corruption
increases, and polarization deepens.
SB686 is a chance to reverse that
trend—to invest in the infrastructure of
truth, trust, and community.

Typically fiercely competitive, news
organizations around the state have
united in support of this bill to publish
this editorial. We urge all Oregonians to
contact their state legislators to voice
their support for SB686. Let’s stand up
for local news, for fair play, and for a
future where every Oregonian has access
to the information they need to thrive.
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