
Plastic Pollution and Recycling Modernization Act

Implementation Update

House Committee on Climate, Energy & Environment

May 27, 2025



About Materials Management

The 2050 Vision describes how people in 
Oregon:

Produce and use materials

Conserve resources

Protect the environment

Live well
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Product Stewardship Programs

3

Mattress Recycling Program

Drug Take-Back 

Program

Printed paper, packaging 

and food serviceware

(July 1, 2025, start date)



Unequal access to 

recycling collection

Why the Recycling Modernization Act?

Erosion of 

public trust

Unstable global 

markets
Public confusion over 
what can be recycled

Costs borne by 

ratepayers

Lack of 

transparency
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Five Big Accomplishments of the RMA
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Statewide access to consistent and high-quality recycling

Responsible end markets

Social equity

Ecomodulation

Waste prevention and reuse fund
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Assurance

that materials are 

recycled responsibly.

Education and outreach

to help customers 

understand what can be 

placed in their bins.

Statewide collection list

One recycling list for all of 

Oregon eliminates 

confusion. 

Shared Responsibility 

Producers, governments, 

service providers and 

community members all play 

an important role.

Recycling the Oregon Way

Expanded recycling services

Funding for new services and 

programming, infrastructure, and 

transportation.



RMA Implementation Milestones

2022 Jan. 1: RMA 
goes into effect DEQ hiring

Recycling 
Council

Truth In 
Labeling Task 
Force report

2023 First 
rulemaking

First collection 
needs 

assessment

Contamination 
reduction 
research

Studies for 
processor fees

2024 First equity 
study

First 
multifamily 

study

Second 
rulemaking

Program plan 
review

2025
Producers join 

a PRO and 
pay fees

Processors 
obtain permit

PRO 
implements 

approved plan

Recycling 
program 

rollout begins
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Circular Action Alliance

• Registering producers

• Setting fees

• Funding recycling program 

improvements

• Developing educational resources 

and statewide campaigns
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Local governments and service providers

• Preparing to:

– expand recycling services 

– implement new contamination 

reduction programs

• Entering into funding 

agreements with CAA

• Six-month transition period 

provides flexibility

9



Recycling Processors
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• Facilities are permitted and 

ready to receive recycling

• Facilities will begin receiving 

funding from CAA this 

summer to make investments 

in improved processing 

capabilities

• Performance standards ramp 

up over time



Responsible End Markets

• Recyclables must go to self-

attested responsible end markets 

by July 1

• Markets for over 98% of 

recyclables have already self-

attested and conversations are 

underway with many others

• Process in place in case there is 

initial insufficient capacity at self-

attested end markets
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Responsible End Market Milestones
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Self-attestation 
required 

July 2025

First material 
disposition reports

December 2025

Verification of self-

attested entities

June 2027



DEQ
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• Issuing processing facility permits

• Supporting local governments in 

meeting new requirements 

• Initiating third rulemaking process

• Planning impact reduction program

• Developing compostability and litter 

and marine debris studies

• Coordinating with CAA, 

Recycling Council, and many others



Changes will roll out over time

• Funding starts to become 

available this summer

• It will take a few years for 

investments to be made and 

new programs to come online

• Scale and pace of change 

depends on where you live
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RMA implementation 
is a dial, not a switch

July 1, 2025

Full 
implementation



Thank you!

RecyclingAct.Oregon.gov

Abby Boudouris

Abby.Boudouris@deq.oregon.gov

Nicole Portley

Nicole.Portley@deq.oregon.gov
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mailto:Abby.Boudouris@deq.oregon.gov
mailto:Cheryl.Grabham@deq.oregon.gov


Title VI and alternative formats

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status in 

administration of its programs or activities. DEQ does not intimidate or retaliate against any individual or 

group because they have exercised their rights to participate in actions protected, or oppose action 

prohibited, by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, or for the purpose of interfering with such rights.

For more information visit Civil Rights, Environmental Justice and Accessibility​ web page.

Español |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربية
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
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