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Single Stairway- Background

What is a single egress or single exit stairway building?

Source: PEW Charitable Trusts https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2025/02/small-single-stairway-apartment-buildings-have-strong-safety-record



Single Stairway- Background

Today, the Oregon and model code require multifamily buildings over 3 stories 
above grade plane to contain two exits from each story  
- Means of egress in case of fire or other emergency/evacuation
- Used by fire service and police to enter building, fire service brings 

equipment to fight fire, guide evacuation, etc.
- Statewide code, variation in local fire service operational capacity



Single Stairway- Background

National Conversation
- NFPA Symposium and Report
- ICC model code development (2027 IBC) – national engagement

Benefits of single stairway 
- Design choices to build multifamily housing, including with larger bedroom 
counts, on smaller lots. Allows for more windows. May reduce build costs. 



Single Stairway- Background

Building Code Structures Board      Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC)
- Code proposal and review committee process
- Special workgroup in March
- Board approval

Steps to come: 
- Rulemaking process
- October 1, 2025 code becomes effective statewide
- Local governments choose to adopt appendix through local process



Single Stairway- Code Change
- Aligned with anticipated 2027 national model code technical framework



Other BCD Housing Related Updates

- Attached, stacked two-family dwelling 
(e.g., “duplex”) code amendment

- Building Evaluation Support 
Agreement (BESA)

- Oregon Design Criteria Hub
- Housing Accountability and 

Production Office (July 1)
- Expansion of master plan review and 

permit-ready plans



Thank you!
I’d be happy to answer any questions.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

