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The Future of Jobs

Source: Georgetown Center on Education & the Workforce, 2024

Central Oregon Community College



Opportunities to 
meet Oregon’s 
employment 
needs and 
continue to build 
our economy



Michigan Reconnect



NC Reconnect: 
The Strategy & Results
Dr. Audrey J. Jaeger, W. Dallas Herring 
Distinguished Professor of Community 
College Education & Executive Director, Belk 
Center

Dr. Sarah A. Deal, Director of Research, Belk 
Center & Adjunct Assistant Professor



Convene. Create. Catalyze.

RESEARCH & 
INSIGHTS

Actionable tools and frameworks, 
grounded in North Carolina’s 
realities, for higher education 

leaders and institutions

PARTNERSHIPS & 
CONVENINGS

Collaborative initiatives 
advancing equitable outcomes 

for historically underserved 
populations in higher education 

LEADERSHIP & 
LEARNING

Programs and contextualized supports 
empowering leaders and institutions to 
meet evolving needs of their students, 

colleges and communities

The Belk Center







PARTNERSHIP







NC RECONNECT STUDENTS

15
North Carolina Community 
colleges (cohorts 1-3) began 
NC Reconnect in Fall 2021-
Fall 2023.

33,000
Adults were identified by the 
colleges as having some 
college and no degree.

8,600
Contacts made with adults.



20% OF STUDENTS CONTACTED…
Reenrolled in the community college



1 IN 5 STUDENTS
Graduated within the first year



1 IN 5 STUDENTS
Graduated within the first year … they were that close when they left college 



$7.5 
    million in                
         FTE



SCAN THE QR 
CODE TO VISIT THE 
BELK CENTER 
WEBSITE

https://belk-center.ced.ncsu.edu/



@ncstatebelk@ncstatebel
k

@NC State Belk Center

THANK YOU!



• Two Oregon Community Colleges in 
national pilot (2023)
• Southwestern Oregon CC
• Mt Hood CC

• All Oregon Community Colleges 
participated in survey and statewide 
summit (Spring 2024)

What Oregon 
Community Colleges are 
Doing

Project to help community colleges 
recruit, enroll/re-enroll adult 

students



Continue to Support HB 2686



Thank you!
Elizabeth Cox Brand, PhD
elizabeth@occa17.com
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