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Pollutant Study

* 15 years of samples

* Beaver activity improved water quality
at constructed water quality facility

* Dam more than doubled removal of
most priority pollutants
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Ways that beaver activity
reduces pollution in the water

The plant roots and microbes
in the dam take up and trap
chemicals. Wetland plants
also remove excess nutrients.

WATER IS FILTERED
AS IT CROSSES THE DAM

AT .
Large pollutants are trapped _
within the sticks, roots, and
soil pores of the dam.

The sediment behind the dam does not become The negatively charged soil in
toxic thanks to microbes that consume and the dam traps positively charged
transform pollutants like pesticides into forms pollutants like copper, zinc, and
that are less harmful. lead as the water flows through.
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Temperature Study

* 8 dams, 3 years of data

* Ponds generally maintained or slightly
cooled overall stream temperature upstream
vs. downstream of ponds

* Beaver dams generally provided cool refuge
for fish in pond bottoms

Ex. beaver pond @ Occioto - Temp. maintenance Ex. beaver Pond @ Palmblad - Temp. cooling
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Beavers Improve Water Quality in Gresham

* Our water quality data informed management decisions to allow beavers to
coexist in Gresham

* Non-lethal coexistence
strategies have been
crucial
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