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Support for SB 1202



SB 1202 Testimony

Government 101

Departments, funding, 

and projects all come 

from community needs 

and shared priorities. 



SB 1202 Testimony

SB 1202

Create a new department, 

Oregon Department of Rail 

and Public Transportation, 

to reflect a need for a 

dedicated ‘home’ 
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

regarding our statewide passenger 

rail and statewide public 

transportation connectivity… 
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

What should be done about 

Portland Union Station and 

Greyhound Station, amidst 

record breaking ridership of 

Amtrak Cascades passenger 

rail in 2024 and 2023?

Oregonians and visitors, 

tourists rely on connection.
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

What does Oregon / ODOT need from 

the transportation package to be 

shovel ready and ‘seize the moment’ 

following a 2025 Federal Railroad 

Administration report recommending 

restoration of the Amtrak Pioneer? 

Could we have Eastern Oregon 

passenger rail within a decade?
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

Why didn’t we all know the STIF 

was headed towards a fiscal cliff? 

Either the past 6 months, or 

projected into forward years? 

What is the state of effective STIF 

coordination between ODOT and 

agencies?
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

What are plans, opportunities, and 

funding needs for electrification of 

passenger rail or the WES?

Do we have a timeline or vision for 

faster, greener, reliable electric rail?
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

What should we doing to build a 

strong and trained railway workforce 

through HECC + education partners?

Oregon, through the Higher Education 

Coordinating Commission, is 

developing trucking workforce

partnerships with institutions and 

2025 HB 3826, for example.
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Unasked, unanswered questions 

What can, or should, Oregon and our 

freight railways do to mitigate or avoid 

hazards associated with oil and 

combustible train stock rolling through 

our most populous Portland city 

center? 

Should we be investing in safer rail 

paths, or alternatives?
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Different engineering needs

Steel-on-Steel vs. Rubber-on-

Pavement
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Dedicated Statecraft

Departmental Champion

Direct communication of 

projects, progress, 

opportunities.
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Dedicated Statecraft

Departmental Champion

Direct communication of 

projects, progress, 

opportunities.
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Ability to integrate local 

transit and passenger rail

For my own family friends to 

visit Portland, they to leave 

around 2 hours early to take 

public transit from Corvallis to 

Albany Amtrak Station.



“Oregon needs a dedicated department for 

Rail & Transit planning and operations to 

deliver fast, reliable, and frequent service. 

This could unlock connectivity, mobility, and 

economic prosperity for every Oregonian.”



YES on SB 1202
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