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Oregon Public 
Universities
Statewide Impact

• $ 8.8 billion annually in economic 
impact

• 31,000+ employees
• Over 450,000 Oregon alumni



Oregon Public Universities
Return on Investment



Oregon Public 
Universities
Return on Investment

Universities and colleges 
are the future of work.
• 4 in 5 jobs require post-

secondary degree
• 2 in 3 jobs require a 

Bachelors' degree
• 1 in 5 jobs will likely 

require a graduate 
degree



Oregon Public 
Universities
Return on investment

High school diploma 
600,000

Bachelor’s degrees or 
higher

15.6 million



Oregon Public 
Universities
Historical Funding
• Funding removes barriers to 

entry, reduces barriers to 
completion, and improves 
return on investment for 
Oregon students.

• Oregon lags most of the nation 
in funding for universities and 
university students.

• Higher education investments 
are a powerful, positive 
investment for Oregon.
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Oregon Public Universities
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Oregon 
Public 
Universities
Historical 
Funding

Education Appropriations and Net Tuition per FTE at Four-

Year Institutions, FY 2023 (Adjusted)

Education Appropriations per FTE at

Four-Year Institutions, FY 2023 (Adjusted)
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Oregon Public Universities
Enrollment
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Oregon Public Universities

Cost Drivers & Impacts

Drivers
• Competitive compensation and 

benefits
• Student success
• Inflation costs
• Federal uncertainty
Options
• State investment
• Increase tuition
• Budget cuts (jobs)



Oregon Public 
Universities

Invest in 
Students

Invest in 
Oregon

Public University Support Fund

The Public University Support Fund 

(PUSF) is the primary source of state 

operating support for Oregon’s seven 

public universities. It helps fund core 

educational and operational expenses, 

including instruction, research support, 

student services, classrooms and 

libraries, administration, and 

maintenance of campus facilities. 

- Improve affordability
- Invest in student 

achievement
- Bolster Oregon’s talent 

pipeline
- Stabilize and 

strengthen Oregon’s 
public universities



Oregon Public 
Universities

Invest in 
Students

Invest in 
Oregon

Oregon Opportunity Grant

The Oregon Opportunity Grant 

(OOG) is Oregon’s largest need-

based financial aid program for 

postsecondary students, helping 

them afford tuition, books, and 

other essential expenses while 

pursuing their degrees. 

- Expanded eligibility
- Consistent award 

amounts
- Improve time to 

graduation



Oregon Public 
Universities

Invest in 
Students

Invest in 
Oregon

Scholarship programs
Sports lottery

Supports graduate scholarships 
across campuses

Oregon Tribal Student Grants

Serves all eligible members of 
Oregon’s nine federally 

recognized tribes.



Oregon Public 
Universities

Invest in 
Students

Invest in 
Oregon

Student Success Programs
Strong Start (SB 604)

Strong Start funding supports programs 
at Oregon’s seven public universities 

that help first-year students transition 
successfully into college and stay on 

track to graduate. 

Basic Needs and Workforce 

Stabilization (HB 3182/3183)

- Benefits navigators

- Open Education Resources

- Low income housing



Oregon Public 
Universities

Invest in 
Students

Invest in 
Oregon

Critical Workforce Needs
Engineering and Technology 

Sustaining Funds

Supporting the state economy 
for over two decades

Behavioral Health

Critical investments across 
Oregon to grow and support 

behavioral health

Early Childhood Education

Growing Oregon’s pre-K 
educators in every corner



Oregon Public 
Universities
Investments Matter

• Universities are major 
economic engines across 
Oregon

• Investments in higher 
education offer a huge return 
on investment for both 
students and the state

• Work together to achieve our 
aspirations for a stronger, more 
successful future

• Invest in Oregon
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