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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Measure Description:
Removes provisions prohibiting a county court or board of county commissioners from establishing a justice of
the peace district that includes the county seat or city in which a circuit court regularly holds court.

Revenue Impact (in $Millions):

Impact Explanation:
Oregon law currently prohibits a county from establishing a justice court district, with exceptions for some rural
counties, that includes the county seat or a city in which an Oregon circuit court regularly holds court.
Removing the geographical boundaries of justice court districts, could potentially effect whether law
enforcement officers decide to charge a violation or misdemeanor in a justice court or circuit court. Depending
on the number of cases filed, justice courts could see an increase in cases filed, which would increase local
government revenue. Conversely, there could be a decrease in circuit courts cases that would reduce their
revenues. Those revenues are currently deposited directly into the state Criminal Fines Account. Since CFA
transfers are dependent on citing officers and the court that the violation is referred to, Justice courts retain a
greater percentage of revenue generated from violation and misdemeanor fines, and their likely transfer to the
CFA would be around half of that of circuit courts.
Although a peculiar example, the Clackamas County justice court was reestablished in 2009 and became
operational by 2010. Prior to 2010, violations for traffic offenses were cited to the Clackamas County Circuit
Court. As a result, annual revenue sent to the state Criminal Fine Account (CFA) from the circuit court vs the
justice court was about $2.5 million less. However, if we remove the COVID effect, the new transfer amount
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would represent about 50% of what the circuit court previously transferred.
Although the overall revenue to the broader court system in Oregon might not be different, the direction of
where that revenue goes might experience a change (Local Vs State courts). Almost 80% of all current court
operations would not be impacted by this change. However, the remaining portion might experience a
redirection in revenue and switch in the transfers to the CFA. The switch will gradually occur as more cases
gravitate towards Justice courts and away from circuit courts. The impact table is based on the forecast that OJD
is expected to deposit about $35 million a year in the coming biennium growing by about 4.5% a year, while the
local transfers are about $16 million growing by 3.5% per year.

Creates, Extends, or Expands Tax Expenditure: Yes ☐ No ☒
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