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Overview
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• High Hazard Rail (HHR) Program in OR

• Contingency and Response Plans

• Geographic Response Plans (GRPs)

• Drills and Exercises 

• Program Funding

• HB 2569/HB 2384



HHR REQUIREMENTS

• HHR Route defined

– Oil transported within ¼ mile of Waters of the State

– 20 continuous cars or 35 throughout the consist

• Contingency Plan Requirements 

• Drill and Exercise Requirements

• Regulatory Requirements 





Timeline for GRP Implementation
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Top row: Massachusetts DEP
Bottom row: NOAA ORR

Geographic Response Strategies 
provide almost all the information 
needed to run an oil spill response for 
the first 24 to 48 hours after a spill 
begins.

Each plan focuses on a specific area 
and contains strategies for collecting oil 
and keeping it away from important 
resources.

Each strategy is designed to protect 
natural, tribal, cultural, and certain 
economic resources.

*Not pictured: Notification Strategies

Geographic Response Strategies

https://www.mass.gov/oil-spill-prevention-response
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/


Geographic Response Plans
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ArcGIS viewer



Geographic Response Plans
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Drills and Exercises

• Test the Plans

• DEQ to participate, evaluate, and assist in planning

• Requires HHR Operators to conduct: 

– annual notification exercise

– triennial oil spill or release response:
• tabletop exercise 

• functional exercise

• full-scale
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Program Funding

Two fees:

- Gross Revenue Fee: 0.05% of Gross Operating Revenue generated in 
the state by HHR Operators - roughly $400k every FY. (ORS 468B.435 
(13a))

- Per Tank Fee: $19 per loaded tank car of oil (ORS 468B.435 13c)

- Fees set to sunset on January 2, 2027

- HB 2384 (as amended) extends the sunset of fees from Jan 1, 2027, to 
Jan 1, 2029
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Thank You!!

Brandon Bertilson

Brandon.Bertilson@deq.oregon.gov

Cell: 503-807-3429

Abby Boudouris

Abby.Boudouris@deq.oreogon.gov

Cell:  971-803-2462 
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