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Overview

• What is a transfer?

• Criteria for approving a transfer

• Injury 

• Enlargement

• Other requirements



Water Right Transfers

Transfer - legal way to make 
changes to a water right

• Point of 
Diversion/Appropriation 

• Place of Use

• Type of Use



What cannot change?

• Source

• Rate of diversion – cannot increase

• Annual duty – limited to what could have originally been 
used beneficially

• Priority date

• Number of irrigated acres

• Except under Allocation of Conserved Water process

• Season of use – in most cases



Transfer Criteria

• Application is complete  

• Water use subject to transfer 

• Beneficial use in past 5 years or not subject to 
forfeiture 

• No injury

• No enlargement

• Other transfer requirements



Why do these criteria exist?

• Intended to protect other 
existing water rights

• Beneficial use / forfeiture

• Injury / enlargement

Distribution under prior appropriation.

Example: Senior water right holder starts 

using water after a period of non-use



Injury

• Change would result in another, existing water right not 
receiving previously available water to which it is legally 
entitled



Enlargement

Transfer cannot result in 
expansion of water right

• Using a greater rate or duty of 
water than what could have if 
maximize beneficial use 

• Irrigating more acres 

• Not drying up “FROM” lands

• Diverting more water than is 
legally available at original 
diversion point or well



Other requirements…

• POD changes only

• May condition to include a 
fish screen at the new POD 
or to maintain an existing 
fish screen

• If requested by ODFW 
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